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PROCEEDINGS AT THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEET- 
ING OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Tue Seventeenth Annual Meeting of this Institution was held 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives, on Monday, the 
20th of January, at 7 o’clock, P. M. in the presence of a large 


assembly of visiters. 
The Hon. Jonn Cartisce Hersert, one of the Vice-Presi- 


dents, took the Chair. 
The Rev. R. R. Guriey, Secretary of the Society, read the 


names of the following gentlemen, as Delegates from the various 


Auxiliary Societies throughout the Union: — 

From the State Society of New Hampshire.—Hon. Samvtt Bett. 

From the Vermont State Society——Hon. Benyamtn Swirt, Hon. Witzrtam 
SLADE. 

From the Franklin County Society of Massachusetts.—Hon. Gro. GrENNELL. 

From the Connecticut Slate Society —Hon. Gipron Tomutnson, Hon. Na- 
THAN Situ, Hon. Noyes Barser, Hon. Wm. W. Ertswortn, Hon. Sam- 
veL A. Foot, Hon. Janez W. Huntinctron, Hon. Samugt T'wetpy, Hon. 
EsBENEzES XY JUNG, Rev. Lronarp Bacon, Setu Terry, Esq. H. Wuirs, 
Esq. 
Sue the New York State Soceety—Hon. Bensamtn F. Butienr, Hon. N. 
P. Tatumapce, Hon. Cu. McVean, Hon. DaAntEL WARDWELL, Gerarr 
Smi7#, Esq. Davip Busn, Esq. Rev. CortTLanp? VAN RENSSELLAER, 
Pp.itie VAN RenssELLAER, Esq. SamuEeL Warp, Esq. E. Jenxins, Esq. 
Joun T. Norwon, Esq. 

From the New York City Society —Rev. Garptner Spnrine, D. D. James 
STRONG, Esq. C. W. LAwrENcE, Esq. Sttas Brown, Esq. G. P. Disosway, 
Esq. Koppert 8S. Fintey, Esq. Joun Duer, Esq. 

From the New Jersey Colonization Society—Hon. Samvext L. Sovurnarp. 

From the Newark (N. J.) Colonization Society —Hon. THropurs& FRELING- 
HUYSEN. 

From the Pennsylvania State Society—-E.tiott Cresson, Esq. Georce 
W. Buicut, Esq. Jamxs Bayrarp, Esq. Wittiam H. Dittincwam, Esq. 
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Hon. Henry Krnc, Hon. Harmar Denny, Hon. T. M. McKennan, Hon. 
SamurEL Mckean. 

drum the Wilmington ( Del.) Union Society —Hon. Annoip Naupain. 

from ihe Virginia Siaie Society —Chiet Justice MARSHALL. 

From the Society of Canfield, Trumbull County, Ohio—Hon. Exisha WuHIt- 
TLESEY. 

From the Columbiana Society, New Lisbon, Ohio —Hon. Joun THomson, 
A. Loomgs, Esq. 

From the Washington City (D. C.) Society —Matruew Sr. Crain CLARKE, 
Esq. Dr. Tuomas Sewatt, Dr. ‘THomas P. Jones, Zaccneus C. Lee, 
Esq. Jos1an F. Pork, Esq. 

from the Georgetown (L. C.) Society.—Dr. Joun Lire, ALBERT JoNgES, 
Esq. Rozgeart P. Dun op, Esq. 

from the Alexandria (D. CU.) Society —Rosert Jamieson, Esq. Rev. Extas 
Harrison, Wititiam Grecory, Esq. HuGu C. Smith, Esq. 

The Right Keverend Wm. Meare, D. D. Assistant Bishop of Va., the 
Rev. W. ATKINSON, of Petersburg, Va. and many other Lite Members of 
the Society, irom various parts of the Union, attended. ‘ 

The Secretary stated, that, in consequence of suggestions from 
some distinguished members of the Society, and in order to leave 
as much time as could be left for the addresses which were ex- 
pected, he should, in reading the Report of the Board of Mana- 
gers for the last year, omit some of the least material portions of 
it. No objection being made to this course, the Secretary read 
the Report, with the exception of those portions. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Wurrriesey, from Ohio, it was 


unanimously 
on That the Report be accepted, and be printed for the use of the 
lety. 
Mr. Fintey of New York, then addressed the Society as fol- 
lows: — 

He said, the colony has already done much to arrest the tide of intempe- 
rance, which for 200 years has been rolling over Africa like a flood. ‘Lhe 
tratlic in ardent spirit is a greater crime than the slave trade, because it sup- 
ports the slave trade. He had seen the instructions of a slave trader to his 
agent, who was going to Africa. They were concise but efficacious for his 
ea He was to distribute freely, brandy, gunpowder, and fire arms.— 

‘his system the colony had done much to break up. ‘Twelve years ago, not 
less than 5000 slaves were annually carried from what is now the territory of 
the colony. Now for 100 miles along the coast, a slaver dare not untold his 
canvass. In the colony itself, the people have outstripped the most moral por- 
tions of this country, in the progress of temperance. 

Still, the Board are not satisfied, but propose to make the reform complete. 
They have instructed their agents, in collecting emigrants, to form them into 
temperance societies. The New York Colonization Society propose to form 
a s-ttlement on temperance principles, where they will permit none to go, who 
are not pledged to total abstinence, and whose moral character does not fur- 
nish a security that their pledge will be kept. A resolution is also under con- 
sideration in the Board, to prohibit the sale entirely in the colony, after the 
first of J uly next. And the only reason why they delay to pass it is, that they 
are not fully satisfied whether it will be effectual, for laws are of no avail un- 


less sustained by public opinion. But they believe the temperance cause has 
made such progress, that the time is not far distant when such a resolution 
will be eifectual. There are but three intemperate men in Liberia; and they 
are not intemperate to such a degree as to disqualify them for business. And 
it is the determination of the Board to press this subject, until not a single bar- 


pee why mn damnation shall pollute the soil, sacred to liberty, to temperance, 
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Mr. Finley, on concluding his speech, moved the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, That this meeting considers the use of ardent spirits, and traffic 
therein, as exceedingly injurious to the interests and influence of the Colony 
of Liberia; and that the Managers be instructed to form, as far as practicable, 
all future emigrants into Temperance Societies, and to found all future settle- 
ments on temperance principles; and to do all in their power to promote entire 
aeeeere from ardent spirits, as an article of use and trade, among the pres- 
ent settlers. 


The Right Reverend Bishop Meape offered the following 


resolution, which was unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that the character of this Institu- 
tion. as decidedly benevolent towards the People of Color in this country as 
well as in Africa, should never be forgotten; and that the principles of the 
Christian religion should ever be (as it is believed they have been) deemed 
essential to a successful administration of its concerns. 

Bishop Meapbe’s remarks in support of his resolution were as 


follows: — 

The resolution which I hold in my hand refers to that holy and benevolent 
spirit in which this Institution originated, and by which only it can be sus- 
tained and enabled to accomplish the noble object for which it was founded.— 
My remarks will be brief, as | would not interfere with those who are now 
prepared to address, I doubt not eloquently, this large and enlightened meeting. 

Surely if ever there was an occasion, in the history of this or any country, 
where remarks on the subject of benevolence were reasonable, this is the time— 
this the place. I know there are some who wear the human form, that form in 
which perfect benevolence once instructed us, who sicken at the mere name of 
benevolence and philanthropy: but such cannot have assembh+d here this even- 
ing. There is here nothing attractive tothem. But shall we not deem this one 
of the proudest days, when the Representatives of the American people grant 
their hall to those convened here from every part of the Union, to consider an 
object upon which the Supreme Being smiles—for a purpose so noble as that 
aimed at by the American Colonization Society? The object of this Society is 
to meliorate the condition of a portion of our fellow-beings, bearing the image 
of the Creator—afflicted, degenerate, it is true; but highly gifted, capable of 
improvement, capable of intense sutfering or highest Joy. 

One reason why benevolence is a virtue, why Benefactor is the high- 
est title of honour, is that there exists such reason for benevolence. Man, 
who so suifers for his sins, most contributes to the misery of his fellow-man.— 
To no being is man so unkind as to his brethren. ‘“Man’s inhumanity to man 
makes countless thousands mourn.” True there are hundreds of thousands who 
are glorious exceptions, who have hearts of love, who exercise themselves in 
schemes of beneficence. Does not this Society present a scheme of benefi- 
cence? Let us remember those who stand in near and dependant relations to 
us, and who have claims upon the best feelings of our hearts. We are consci- 
ous that we have not hearts of stone: yet many seem appalled by the great dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments of tis cause—they shrink from it as wild and 
fraught with danger. We attempt not to prove its practicability, as politicians 
are bound to do; we only advocate it as one to which benevolence owes much: 
and we ask, if the spirit of ambition, war and covetousness, has done so 
much, if desolation has overspread the fairest countries where the spirit of evil 
has walked abroad, cannot, shall not, the earnest spirit of benevolence, direct- 
ed by holy religion, whose very soul is love, accomplish something in the cause 
of poor, su‘fering humanity? It has been said by some who think themselves 
wise, that as thunder, volcanoes, earthquakes, are necessary to purify the air, 
so wars and revolutions are necessary to rouse man, to call forth his energies 
and talents, or to sweep away a redundant population. The disasters and per- 

lexities may be great, yet great nations survive the shocks. May we not ask, 
if the human race has sustained such calamities, if nations have pot become 
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bankrupt by taxation for wars, may we not be permitted to hone that hereafter, 
in better times, the passions and energies of man may be roused in a nobler 
cause? And why should not the millions expended in wars be expended in a 
better cause, and all the feelings of our nature be directed to some nobler ob- 
ject? It is not for me to say how the great object of this Society is to be final- 

managed, whether by «he General Government or by the State Governments. 

ut, I ask, is it too much to hope, that, in better days, this great and wealthy 
nation of Christians will do something great in such a noble cause? If indivi- 
duals of wealth and talents are responsible to God for a right use of them, must 
not nations be responsible also? Js not this nation, so rich in lands and men 
and moncy, deeply indebted to the Great King of Kings? Is it not indebted to 
the unhappy race, not amounting at present to hundreds, but millions, and in- 
debted also to that unhappy country from which they or their ancestors were 
torn, and which now lies lacerated and bleeding at every pore? We are spend- 
ing large sums for the benefit of the aborigines, and is it too much to hope that 
not only good policy, but national justice and humanity will urge forward the 
work which the Colonization Society proposes to the American people. I add 
but a single remark more, in which, I doubt not, all will concur! It is, that 
this is one of those excellent enterprises in which it is ten thousand times bet- 
ter, when undertaken, to fail, than to fail to undertake it. We owe it to con- 
science, to God, and to man, to go forward. We owe it to our children, our 
domestics, and posterity, to do all in our power for this cause, and to leave the 
result to an all-gracious Providence. But fail we cannot. We shall build In- 
stitutions of Freedom and Religion on the most abused coast on earth, and dis- 
pel all the darkness of Africa. 

The Rev, Rosperr J. BreckenripGe seconded the preceding 
resolution, and sustained it by an eloquent address, in which he 
maintained that the christian religion ought to govern the Socie- 
ty; that it was as proper that the. Society should exert a moral 
influence to promote voluntary emancipation, as to induce free 
people of colour to emigrate; that the Society was most friendly 
to the slave-holding States, because it held in check the rash and 
dangerous schemes of immediate and unconditional abolition; that 
it was most benevolent to the free blacks, who must leave this 
country, or gradually perish from the Jand; and that the Colo- 
ny itself stood an evidence that our conduct in their behalf, had 
been governed by the principles of Jesus Christ our Lord.— 
Several other topics were urged by this gentleman with his usual 
genius and ability. 

Gerrit Situ, Esq. of New York, observed— 

He could not say how the Colonization Society stood at the South; but the 
fact is not to be concealed, that at the North, there has been, within the last 
ear, some faliing otf in aiiection for it, and in contributing to its funds; unless 
indeed in those places where especial efforts have been made in its behalf.— 
The Society has been made, either by its own fault, or the fault of others, or 
joe d by both, to appear to be friendly to slavery; or to say the least, the be- 
ief hasof late obtained pretty rapidly at the North, that our Society is an obsta- 
cle in the way og am ge apa in the way of the precious cause of universal free- 
dom. Now, to those whoare acquainted with public sentiment at the North, 
jt wil be no news, that a Society cannot be popular there, which 1s suspected 
of keeping terms with slavery. 
Whenee, Sir, has this injury to the character of our Society come? Is the 
Anti-Slavery Society alone to be blamed for it? That Society has wronged us 
atly, I admit? If has, unhappily, thought the destruction of our Society in- 
ispensable to the establishinent of its own. The honesty with which it has 
thought so, I do not call in question. I believe that Society to be as honest as 
our own—as benevolentand as patriotic as ourown. Its members love their fel- 
low-men, and love their country, and love the univn of the States, as sincerely 
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and as strongly as we do; and, much as is said to the contrary on this point, I 
have never seen a particle of evidence, that the Anti-Slavery Society meditates 
any interference with the provisions of the laws of the slave States on the sub- 
jectof slavery. Italleges, and I have no doubt sincerely, that it is by moral in- 
fluence alone, and mainly by the changes — by the application of truth to 
the conscience, that it seeks to compass its object. I wish | could commend 
its publications, as | can the motives ofits members. Among its publications, 
are some admirable vindications of the ge of man, which cannot be scat- 
tered too wicely and thickly; but no small proportion of them are ill-judged, 
rash, uncharitable and slanderous; and some of them cannot, in truth, be called 
less than incendiary. 

I said thatthe Auti-Slavery Society had greatly wronged us. I believe that 
the wise and good among its members (and it comprises many such) are sensi- 
ble of it. They have, to an undue extent, held our Society responsible for the 
speeches and acts of its individual members. They have, as it seems to me, 
with great unfairness, created a strong prejudice against our Society, by harp- 
ing on the fact, that ardent spirit is sold in Liberia. My neighbours know that 
I am no friend to the rum traffic; and they, if no others, will attach some value 
to my declaration, that I have formerly, and now in since coming to the 
city, inquired into the measures adopted by our Board to promote temperance 
in Liberia, and can cheerfully say, that I approve of them. As to the attempt 
to suppress the traffic in ardent spirit in Liberia by law; this might, perhaps, be 
an expedient measure: but, surely, our countrymen should not denounce us 
for omitting this measure, until, at least some one of their owa civil govern- 
ments has set the example—the much needed example, I confess—of shutting 
up, by the strong arm of the law, the rum shops within its jurisdiction. 

Some of the cane brought against us by members of the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, and by the Society itself, make so ludicrously large draughts on the pub- 
lic credulity, that one can hardly notice them seriously. Suc” is the charac- 
ter of the charge, that 265,000 of those who are now slaves in this country, 
would have been free ere this time, had it not been for the influence which 
the Colonization Society exerts in favour of slavery. I need not detain you 
with the reasoning employed to substantiate this charge; for the reasoning 
which results in such a conclusion, cannot be very edifying. Another of their 
charges, that it requires the credulity of the Jew Apella to swallow, is, (I 
will repeat the precise language of the charge) that “all colonies on the African 
coast, of whatsoever description, must tend to support the slave trade.” Even 
Liberia, Sir, that we se fondly hoped was doing something towards abohshing 
this most nefarious of all traffics—yes, Sir, the most nefarious, whether it be 
carried on upon the benighted coast of Africa, or, with still deeper criminality, 
within our own enlightened and gospelized land—yes, even Liberia is, under 
the new light, which the Anti-Slavery Society sheds upon this subject, a mere 
convenience to the slave-trader, and but tends to support his horrid business. 
The erroneous reasoning by which our opponents arrive at this conclusion, if 
we throw it into a logical form, is this: ‘‘the slave dealer, in prosecuting his 
traffic, makes use of such articles as are found in shops in civilizedtowns. But 
there are such shops in Liberia; thereiore Liberia tends to support the 
slave trade.” I have adverted to these charges, not to cast ridicule on the An- 
ti-Slavery Society—for it is foreign from my disposition to do that— 
but to show that there isa spirit of defamation abroad against our Society, 
and that the publie should therefore be slow to entertain accusations against 
it. Itis evident, beyond dispute, that our opponents, in their eagerness to 
make out their case against us, and to make thet case a strong one, suifer them- 
selves to contrive, or at least to admit charges, which, as men of sense and 
eandour they should be ashamed of and sorry for. But, Sir, this is not the 
character of all the charges preferred against us. I could wish, for our own 
sake, that it were. ‘Ihere are others, which we should make haste to plead 
guilty to, and to profit by, ‘‘Fas est ab hoste doceri.”” The Anti-Slavery Soci- 
ety has told us some wholesome truths about ourselves; and I thank them for 
having done so. 


I said in my opening remarks, that the belief is prevailing pretty rapidly at 
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the North, that our Society obstructs-the dearly cherished: cause of emancipa- 
tion. 1 would that we had not given so much cause for the propagation cf 
this belief. It is true that our Society is not an Anti-Slavery Society. Its 
Constitution, whatever some of its members may, in the capacity ot its mem- 
bers, have unauthorisedly said or done, does not set up the slightest pretension 
to this character. It coi.fines its regards to another class of persons than 
slaves: and they who denounce us for not favoring and promoting the emanci- 
pation of slaves, might just as well denounce the Bible or the Temperance 
Society, because they do not step out of their respective spheres of duty, to 
favor and promote the emancipation of slaves. But, on the other hand, we are 
not a Pro-Slavery Society; and we are not at liberty to give our countenance 
to the institution of slavery. If there are apolozies for slavery, it is not for 
our Society to hunt them up. If there are etiorts imade for the abolition of sla- 
very, it does not belong to our Society to oppose them. Our Society, by of- 
fering such apologies, and by opposing such e.iorts, has already cooled the ar- 
dor of many of its triends, and greatly multiplied its opponents. The objection 
to our Society is well taken, that, in some of its publications, it assumes the 
position that slavery in this country is to be opposed by indirect means only; 
and that in the Society—in itself alone, are these means to be found. This is 
no place for discussing the a whether slavery is to be opposed in this 
manner only, or whether indeed it is to be opposed at all. But this is the pro- 
per place for saying, that our Society might us well abandon at once its ex- 
pectation of continued support from the North, as to entertain the purpose of 
engrossing upon its ewn scheme, the whole sympathy of the country in behalf 
of slaves, and of making that scheme the substitute for every other movement 
respecting slavery. The North will no more bear to have this Society dictate 
the channel in which, and. in which alone the compassion of its citizens for 
their colored brethren. shall flow, than the South will bear to have the Society 
oppose the institution of slavery. We ask that the Society may adhere to its 
professed, its constitutional neutrality on this subject; and that, on the one hand, 
whilst it shall not denounce slavery, so, on the other, it shall not denounce 
any—not even the mildest forms of opposition to it. Such is, or rather such 
should be, the neutrality of our Society on the subject of slavery; that its mem- 
bers may be tree,.on the ene hand, to be slaveholders; and on the other to join 
the Anti-Slavery Society without doing violence to their connexion with the 
Colonization Society. 

But, Sir, I have another fault to find with our Society, and it is a just one. 
Our Society is extensively, lamentably deficient in love to that class of our 
coloured brethren whose condition it seeks to meliorate. These brethren 
number some four hundred thousand. They are scattered over our whole 
country. Every where the laws, the customs of society, the most unreasona- 
ble and guilty prejudices are ee against them. Every where they are 
persecuted and oppressed—as well atthe North as at the South. It is the 

licy of my own State, as. well as of other States, and its laws attest it, to 
ree this people vile; to withhold from #iem every inducement to well-doins; 
and, in short, to make their nominal freedom the most debasing and cruel 
mock>ry of real freedom. This is their present condition; and in this condi- 
tion the American Colonization Society found them, when it was organized. 
It was in the pity, which this condition inspired, that I sxpposed the Societ 
was formed. Surely such men, as Finley and Ashmun and Caldwell felt this 
pity—for nothing short of it could have moved them to give their names and 
their self-denying eilorts toour cause. Now, Sir, what! complain of is, that 
we have not, as a Society, felt habitually and to the degree that we should 
have done, this pity for these mac fellow-creatures—these hundreds of 
thousands of free people of colour, who constitute the objects of the Society's 


regard. We have done something for them. Whilst. I would be careful not 
to exaggerate the merit of our services for this people, I would be as careful 
not to say aught in derogation of that merit. Yes, we have done something 
for this wretched people, that will be remembered to our credit, when we and 
our traducers are in the grave. Liberia shall stand an enduring monument of 


the kindness of this Society to the man of colour, so long as the sun shall shipe 
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on that endeared spot of earth—on that fountain, whence gladdening streams 
of intelligence and civilization and christianity are already beginning to flow 
out over unhappy Africa. But, Sir, we must greatly increase our love to the 

eople for whom we have undertaken to provide a home: a home to which, 
f wish, from the bottom of my heart, they would all consent to go; but to 
which, the Constitution of our Society would not, nor would our interest nor 
our desires have them go, without their full and free consent. I am_ not 
amongst those who deny to our coloured brethren a periect right to a home 
here; and I deeply regret that this right should ever have been questioned by 
any member of our Society. If suifering, and sorrow, and cruelly unrequited 
toil, can earn them a home in the country where they have endured that suf- 
fering and sorrow and toil; then is their title to a home here beyond dispute. 
Still, however, we think ourselves justified in entreating them, tor the sake of 
their greater usefulness, and their own and our greater happiness, to separate 
from us. But let the separation t ke place in such 2 temper—with such for- 
aaa on their part, and such repentance and good works on ours, that our 

lessing can be on them, and their’s on us, and the blessing of God Almighty on 
us both, in that separation. I said that we must greatly inerease our love to this 
outcast people. Fon we must convince them, as this greatly increased jove 
would convince them, that our Society is maintained principally out of compas- 
sionate motives towards them. Let the members of our Society be prompted by 
a strong and engrossing desire to relieve their necessities and wretched condi- 
tion, and their jealousy of us will cease, and we shall have their confidence; and 
then the free people of colour, instead of being, as they now are, alinost unani- 
mously against colonization, will be as unanimously tor it. No wonder that this 
jealousy now exists, and their want of confidence in us. Our publications have 
given too much occasion for them. We have dwelt too much or the political and 
other advantages, that would accrue to our country—to the whites—irom the re- 
moval of the free people of colour out of it. We have looked too much on this 
people as a “‘nuisance’’; and we have been patient even with that most o.1ensive 
view of our ye which degrades it from its elevated and sacred objects into a 
mere “drain” for the escape of that “‘nuisance.” We have, in short, su.zered our- 
selves to be too much influenced by a selfish and calculating spirit: and the best 
feelings of our hearts have not been as steadily and as strongly exercised in this 
enterprise, as is consistent with and demanded by its benevolent and holy cha- 
racter. 

Another fault I have to find with our Society, and when I have mentioned 
that, I will have done with this ungracious fault finding, and will take my seat.—, 
The friends of this Society do not give money enough. There is a great deal 
of talking for our Society—but that is a cheap commodity. There is some 

raying for it—and that does not always cost much faith and fervour; but there 
is very little giving to it. The friends of this Society profess to believe, that 
it is to be the chief instrument under Providence for abolishing the slave trade; 
for raising up Africa from her moral death; for ridding the precious institutions 
of our country of the greatest dangers that threaten them; and for hastening on 
that happy, glorious day, when, within the borders of our whole beloved land, 
no chain shall be worn, but for crime only. Now, Sir, do we believe, that 
these priceless blessings will flow from the operations of our Society?-—and can 
we leave these operations to a stinted measure, for lack of the money, which, 
even as calculators, we can so well afford to give, and which the strongest mo- 
tives that patriotism and philanthropy and piety can inspire, urge us to give? If 
we give to the Society one-half of our estates, and its great object is thereby ac- 
complished, the remaining half will be worth unspeakably more than would the 
whole of our treasure, with that great object left unaccomplished. Our Society 
is now languishing for want of means to execute its noble design of establish- 
ing those institutions in Liberia, which are necessary for the physical comfort 
and security, and for the intellectual and moral culture of its population. We 
want that the coloured man should be attracted to Liberia by advantages for 
his elevation there, equal to those enjoyed by the white man here;—create those 
advantages in Liberia (and money, under the common blessing of heaven, can 
create them) and the work of emigration thither will go on of itself, and our 
Society may then cease from its direct agency in promoting emigretiow. Sir, 
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we must give to our Society double, treble, quadruple what we have been ac- 
customed to give to it: and now let us signalize our present meeting by an act 
which will testify more unequivocally than any words we can utter, to the strong 
sympathy of our Society, with the free people of colour; by an act that will do 
more than any of our words, to put our enemies to confusion, and to establish 
our Society more deeply and widely than ever in the public esteem. Let us, 
Sir, not only pass the resolution which [ hold in my hand for raising $50,000 
forthe Society; but let us before the present week is closed, or, better still, be- 
fore we leave this room, subscribe that sum; and when we shall have done so, 
we shall have given to our great and good cause an impulse which it will con- 
a to feel for many generations aiter we shall have been gathered to our 
athers. 


Mr. G. SuitH concluded his speech, by offering the following 


resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That this Society do forthwith proceed to ask fora subscription of 
$50,000 to ils funds, payable in five equal annual instalments: and that this 
subscription shall be obligatory on those who make it, provided the Board of 
Managers shall, within sixty j fag announce to the public that the amount is 
subscribed by responsible persons. 

Mr. Terry of Connecticut, moved the following resolution, 


which was unanimously adopted: — 

Resolved, That this Society is cheered in its enterprise by the beneficent ef- 
fects which its operations have upon the natives of Africa itself; and the Socie- 
hopes to be the instrument of sending the Gospel and diifusing its light fur- 
ther and further into the interior, until Africa shall rank among the christian 
nations of the earth. 

Mr. Terry introduced his resolution with the following re- 


marks: — 

The design of the Society was well expressed in its Constitution. It was a 
Colonization Society, and such let it remain. It is friendly to all those institu- 
tions which adorn our galaxy, and dispense blessings, not only direct, but col- 
lateral. It stands on broad common ground. On this ground the North, South, 
East and West meet; operate on one commen cause. But while as patriots and 
philanthropists we rejoice, we may be permitted to allude to another class, from 
which a large portion of our funds is derived; I mean the Christians of our coun- 
tf I hope they will long unite with us in this goodly enterprise, so well adapt- 
ed to extend the influence and the dominion of the Law and Gospel of our God. 

Mr. Cresson of Pennsylvania addressed the Society as follows: 

He regretted that any thing had been expected from so humble an 
individual as himself, on an occasion which had induced so many of 
the distinguished friends of this glorious cause to assemble to give to it 
their counsels and their aid. But he could not hesitate to give to the resolu- 
tion which he was about to submit, his humble approval. This Society proposes 
to add another regenerated continent to our globe, and 150 millions to the fami- 
ly of civilized men. Its objects are not confined to the free people of colour.— 

t stands on a noble platform. He did not doubt that its base would be broad 
enough to cover three continents, and that its pinnacle would pierce the heavens. 
It was an Institution founded not merely to transfer to Africa the free people of 
colour, but to extend peace and will to men, and strengthen the ties which 
bind together the great family of mankind. ‘This has been the effect of its in- 
fluence in our own happy ee: As ini he Bible Society, so in this, we see the 
North and the South standing in kind fellowship on one high common ground. And 
its sacred influence has crossed and excited deep sympathy in the mother coun- 
try, to which the resolution refers which I now ask permission to read to the 
meeting. (Mr. C. here read the following resolution: ) 

Resolved, That the establishment of the British African Colonization Society 
affords the highest gratification to this meeting; and that this Society will co- 
operate with the philanthropic in England, in measures designated to abolish 

e African slave trade, and introduce civilization and christianity among the 
matives of Africa. 
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He rejoiced that he had been favoured with the opportunity of contributing in 
some humble degree, to call forth the benevolence of Britain towards the chil- 
dren of Atrica, and to strengthen the bands of love which should ever unite the 
mother and daughter. While he had suidered much in England by a fierce and 
well-organized opposition, yet, as an American Christian and patriot, he could 
only teet pain, thatan American citizen should have dared, in London, to pro- 
nounce the Constitution of the United States the greatest outrage, the most 
high-handed viliainy ever perpetrated. He was gratified to be able to state, that 
this Society received the approbation of the venerable Clarkson and the sainted 
Wilberioice. He said this, because pains had been taken to convince the Ame- 
ricaa people that Wilberforce went down to his grave hostile to the American 
Colonization Society. I say (remarked Mr. Cresson) it is untrue. Three 
years ago, when in the full vigor of his faculties, he expressed his ardent love 
for this Society. Be it remembered, when his signature to the protest was ob- 
tained, he was on his death-bed, within a week of the closing scene of Jife.— 
And let it be known, that s.veral who had affixed their names, struck them of 
from the oifensive protest. 

I trust that while this Society is actuated by love to Africa and to the free 
blacks, it will goon and confer greater blessings on Afriea. We have already 
done much for Africa. The founders of this Society did not limit their benevo- 
lence to the free blacks, they embraced our whole country and all Africa in 
their Christian sympathies. 1 was happy to hear froma British officer, that 
not less than 500) had been freed from slavery through the influence of our 
Colony. He had known 56 slavers at Cape Montserado. Ten thousand have 
probably been saved by our settlements, from hopeless bondage. There are 
many warm and noble hearts in England, that will co-operate in our enterprise. 
I trust that our success will add more largely to the interest now felt there, in 
our cause. Blessed day when our Institution was founded—not less that day 
when Britain followed our example. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Bacon, of Connecticut, the follow- 


ing resolution was unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, That this Society considers education to be essential to the pros- 
perity of Liberia, and thatthe Board of Managers be authorized and instructed 
se adopt all necessary measures to secure its benefits to the whole colonial popu- 

ation. 
Mr. Bacon’s speech in support of his resolution was as follows: 

This resolution (he observed) sets forth the true policy of the Society. All 
objections of any force, were concentrated in this, that we had never done 
enough to make Africa an attractive home for free men of colour, such as our ’ 
own country is to the oppressed and degraded of other climes. Long meditation 
has convinced ime, more and more, that emigrants should not be carried or sent, 
but drawn thither by cords of love, by the ~ chain of hope. Nothing is 
clearer to my mind, than that $30 expended in the improvement of the Colony, 
in supporting schools, opening roads, subduing the forest, surveying the lands, 
reclaiming its savage coast and — it like ours, will tell incalculably more 
upon our enterprise, than to transport free men of colour thither. We are re- 
presented by our enemies as carrying persons of colour to Africa, to drop them 
down there and leave them to perish, through ignorance and vice and the cli- 
mate. We, who defend the cause, say, that itis not so; that our business is 
not transportation, but colonization; not to crowd an ignorant people on board 
of our ships, and throw them on the shore of Africaas a carman throws down a 
load of coal. I hope we shall more steadily hereafter aim at every kind of im- 
provementinour Colony. Our disasters, I fear, have resulted from a departure 
from this as one great object. I cannot but think it a mistaken kindness to 
send 700 emigrants to Africa with our means in a single year. Had half 
the sum thus expended, been applied to the improvement of the Colony, | 
our —. had been greater, our difficulties and disasters atly di- 
minished. I hope the contents of this resolution will influence all our pro- 
ceedings in time to come. 


The Rev. Dr. Sprine of New York addressed the Society to 
the ~~ effect:— 
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Few considerations (said Dr. Spring) could induce me at this late hour, to 
trespass on the patience of the audience. But not a fewof us clothed with the 
sacred office at the North, have felt it incumbent on us to stand by the cause 
of this Society at this crisis. It has been said, that the great body of our Min- 
isters are opposed to the Society, and enlisted in the cause of abolition. I say 
the fact is not so. True, some beloved and respected brethren have so enlisted; 
but they are comparatively few. Our brethren at the South, may confide in the 
persevering co-operation of Christians at the North, in this enterprise. One 
fact, the overwhelming majority with which resolutions have been passed (re- 
commending this Society as worthy to receive the charities of the churches on 
our national anniversary) in the highest ecclesiastical body of the church to 
which { belong, shows the position of our churches. ‘here they stand, and 
there I believe they will stand. This Society is engaged in a grand etiort to 
elevate the African race. The frowns of God, which have so long rest. d upon 
this people, will soon be converted into smiles. ‘The great question is, how 
this object is to be accomplished? Not by giving the negro freedom on the 
American shore. Look at Massachusetts, Connecticut, or any of the New Eng- 
land States. The people of colour are there free; but more degraded than the 
slaves of the South. Freedom will not elevate the man of colour in our country. 
He must be a freeman under his own skies—must have something to do—to de- 
velope his powers—something to hope and to fear—or he will attain to no ele- 
vation of character. In the early progress of this enterprise, not a tew had 
some hesitation on one point. They hesitated lest your Colony would be left with- 
out adequate Christian instruction. On this subject, I know you have done di- 
rectly nothing; but collaterally, much. It is a delightful feature in your scheme, 
that you invite all Christian denominations to cultivate the ficld—the wide and 
promising field that you are opening before thei. The Society gives the 
strongest encouragements to all Christian sects. 1 doubt whether tie time has 
not come when more should be done to christianize the Colony. If this be done, 
the enterprise is in nodanger. Every Christian heart here will say, let the spir- 
it of the Gospel pervade all vour African institutions. This is a vast enterprise. 
Patience and perseverance are demanded. Your object is to christianize the 
whole African world. Difficulties and suiferings are to be expected, endured, 
and conquered. Let the minds of Christians, of Statesmen, be kindled by the 
subject; and I repeat, that the friends of this cause at the North, will not fail to 
bear their part in sustaining it. 

Dr. Spxtne concluded by offering the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, for a liberal donation of Arabic Testaments and Psal- 
ters for distribution in Liberia and its vicinity; and also to the American Bible 
ae for the donation of one thousand English Bibles, for the use of the 

ony. 

Mr. Freiinenvysen addressed the meeting as follows:— 

Mr. President,—We meet under peculiarly interesting circumstances. The 
Society had almost struggled through the early prejudices that assailed it; and 
the public mind kad become, not only reconciled, but enlisted in its purposes 
and plans, when new and unexpected opposition arises—much of it from its 
former friends and patrons. It is a striking illustration of the moral paradox, 
that extremes are often so near, as to approach almost to fellowship. While 

rosperity was crowning the labors of the Society—when the Colony was com- 

ng up, toa moe wanay rank among kindred settlements, and far in advance of 
most of them—when science, civilization and religion were setting a seal to this 
benignant scheme—when Heaven smiled upon it—and the good of the earth re- 
joiced in_its success—of a sudden, the harsh sounds of hostility break upon us, 
and the Colony with its friends, its objects and all that pertain to it, is denounc- 
ed as a heartless design to perpetuate slavery. Now, Sir, I propose to treat 
these adversaries, kindly and respectfully; we do not wish to disturb their opin- 
ions, nor, where they strive lawfully, to interrupt their operations. But when 
they, so far forget the law of Christian courtesy, as to impeach the motives of 
the Colonization Society, we must exercise the right of self-defence. To repel 
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injurious charges—to vindicate insulted purity of purpose, and re-affirm the 
beneficent tendencies of our enterprise, become high and cogent duties. 

The friends of Colonization, in very faithfulness, cannot remain silent, and 
sufier this strange wildfire to run along the ground and consume and destroy 
the fairest fruits of a most blessed scheme of mercy. Sir, we owe ft to these 
misguided men themselves, to interpose between them and their measures and 
save the country from their disastrous consequences. 

Two objectious have been, with many more, clamorously urged against the 
Society:—That it obstructs the progress of emancipation, and is cruel and op- 
pressive towards the bond and the free. It is really difficult to treat with an 
gravity, so absurd a proposition, as the first of these objections. So far is it 
trom any shadow of reality, that it is emancipation which chiefly supplies ma- 
tenals tor the Coluny—its bo aliment is furnished here. The great majority of 
the colonists is composed of men, lately slaves, who have been liberated by 
= proprietors, that they might enjoy the blessings promised to them at 

iberia. 

An obstruction to emancipation! What, Sir, to congregate three thousand 
colored freemen on the coast of Africa—to gather around them the lights of sci- 
ence and religion—to start them on the career of virtuous and useful enterprise, 
and open to their aspirations, all the avenues of honorable ambition. This, I 
should deem, Sir, would be the last spot on earth, towards which oppression 
would turn its concern, unless it might be, indeed, to blot it from existence.— 
Equally tanciiul, is the charge of ay towards the emigrants. The essence 
oi tne complaint is, that any should persuaded to encounter the perils of 
seeking a new home in Africa. It is a sickly ay Seeking a new 
home. Why, the whole earth is, at this moment, moved by just such a pur- 

ose—and has been from the a geen | Ever since the Father of the faithful 
eft his own Ur of the Chaldees, man has been literally a pilgrim on the face of 
the earth. All the wanderings of his descendants prove it. How inconstant and 
unstabie their abode !—and now how scattered among the nations! Sir, where 
would have been the triumphs of learning and genius in Greece and Rome, but 
for Colonization? The light of science owes most of its expansion to this op- 
pressive emigration. : 

And when Roman glory declined, the Scandinavian birth place of nations, 
poured forth unnumbered hosts upon the south of Europe—while English his- 
tory and the English a e are full of the memorials of Danish, Saxon and 
Norman irruptions. And, Mr. President, who and what are we, but children of 
Co‘onists? Where, but for this, would now be, these broad foundations of na-’ 
tic mal liberty and human happiness—these splendid creations of genius and sci- 
ence—where, the high hopes of fifteen millions of freemen? And as I look 
around me, I behold many distinguished Colonists—who, ten, twenty and thirty 
years ago, struck their adventurous footsteps into the rich forests of the west, 
and there planted the germs of liberty; and after training up other noble sis- 
ters to become members of our great confederacy, have come up, hither, to min- 

le the’r counsels and cares for the general welfare. Sir, if the eye could swee 
fhe whole Atlantic board, from the ocean to the mountains, we should behol 
italive with emigration,—multitudes urging their way towards the abunaant 
rewards held out, to encourage and animate the enterprises of industry and vir- 
tue. Why, Mr. President, it is man’s delight—his restless spirit loves it: and 
he would scale any barrier, at the promptings of curiosity, science or pleasure, 
that he might freely indulge this cherished propensity. I: 

And to encourage our zeal and patience, we have the animating assurance, 
that the Colony, planted by this Society, has prospered beyond all example.— 
As one illustration, I have collated the prom ent incidents connected with the 
Colony planted at Jamestown, Virginia, in May, 1607. It then consisted of one 
hundred persons—which number, before September of that year, was reduced 
to fifty—and soon after to ee when a reinforcement of one hundred 
and twenty arrived. In 1609, a further addition of one hundred and fifty persons 
was made, and the Colony then amounted to five hundred souls. But by im- 
prudence, extravagance and dissipation, they were reduced in six monthsto six- 
ty persons: in 1611, the Colony had increased to two hundred: in 1622, it had 
become still more populous, when it was attacked by the Indians and thres 
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hundred and forty-seven men, women, and children were destroyed. The com- 

any which had been chartered, was dissolved, and the Colony taken into the 
sex. & of the King—and enjoyed the care and protection of the crown. The 
venerable historian of those times, (Chief Justice Marshall) gives the conclusion 
of the matter, as it stood in 1624: “About £150,000 sterling had been expend- 
ed in planting the Colony, and more than 9,000 persons had been sent from Eu- 
rope to peopleit, and yet at the end of seventeen years, the population was re- 
duced to 1800 persons!” While Liberia, with no governmental patronage, and 
without royal smiles or favor, against wind and tide, against scorn and preju- 
dice, in twelve brief years, enrolls about three thousand souls. 

Still, we hear, that Liberia is an hindiance to freedom. Sir, the cause of hu- 
man liberty has never been more etiectually plead. She stands, as its beacon 
light, for the whole earth. The wondering nations are turning their eyes to- 
wards the illuminated spot; and as they gaze upon its moral beauties, bright 
hopes unfelt before, spring up in the heart, that man’s universal recemption is 
sure. Like the star inthe Kast, which announced the Saviour to the astonished 
magi, it points to the advent of the same Redeemer, coming inthe power of His 
spirit, to roll away the darkness of a thousand generations. Yes, Sir, there is 
hope for Africa. God, I believe, is preparing his way before Him. The harv- 
est begins to ripen and the slumber of ages will soon be broken aud those 
beams of light that now refresh our hopes, will expand and spread through the 
Heavens, until they shall be lost in the splendors of an eternal day. 

Mr. Fretincuuysen concluded by moving the following re- 
solution, which was unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, That while this Society gratefully acknowledges the aid derived 
during the year, from various Auxiliary Institutions and friends of the cause, 
it is imperatively required by the present state of its finances, to urge upon them 
the necessity of renewed and stilt more efficient efforts to increase its resources. 

Subscriptions were taken under Mr. Gerrir Surrn’s Resolu- 
tion, and the following persons subscribed the amounts affixed to 


their respective names:— 


Gerrit Smith, of New York, : - - - - $5,000 
Elliott Cresson, of Pennsylvania, - - - - 1,000 
Matthias Bruen, of New Jersey, - : . ° 500 
Richard H. Henderson, of Virginia, - - - 100 
Ininan Horner, of Virginia, : . : . ‘ 100 
Seth Terry, of Connecticut, - : " e . 50 
John T. Norton, of New York, — - . 2 ‘ . 500 
Benjamin F. Butler, of Washington, District of Columbia, - 250 
Mrs. Lee, of Washington, District of Columbia, : ° 10 
J. B. Bispham, of Pennsylvania, - - ° . 100 
M. St. C. Clarke, of Washington, District of Columbia, - - 250 
Chief Justice Marshall, - - - - ° 5CO 
E. Jenkins, of New York, - - - : “ 50 
R. S. Finley, af New York, - . : ° 500 
Leonard Bacon, of Connecticut, - - : : 50 
Z.C. Lee, of Washington, District of Columbia, - - 10 
Walter Lowrie, of Washington District of Columbia, - - 500 


On motion of Mr. Gurvey, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to Gerrit Smirn, 
Esq. for his very liberal subscription made this evening, and to the other sub- 
scribers, under his resolution. 

After some discussion, the Society then adjourned, to meet at 
the Rev. Mr. Post’s lecture room, at 7 o'clock to-morrow evening. 

Tvespay, Janvary 2lst. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment, at 7 o’clock, P. M., 
at the lecture room attached to the Rev. Mr. Post’s church. 

The Hon. Joun Caruistx Herbert, one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Society, took the Chair. 
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The list of Delegates from Auxiliary Societies was called over 
by the Secretary, and the following gentlemen answered to their 
names, Vizi— 

Prom the Franklin County ( Mass.) Society.—Hon. George GrENNELL. 

From the Vermont State Society —Hon. BENJAMIN Swirt, Hon Wm. SLADE. 

From the Connecticut State Society—Hon. Wm. W. Ettsworrtn, Rev. Lron- 
ARD Bacon, SetH Terry, Esq. H. Wuire, Esq. 

From the New York State Society—Hon. Cuartrs McVean, Hon. Danie. 
Warpwe lL, Gerrit Smitn, Esq., E. Jenkins, Esq., Joun T. Norton, 
Esq. 
From the New York City Society —Sitas Brown, Esq., Rosert S. Finrey, 


Esq. 

ex the New Jersey Colonization Society—Hon. Samvuet L. Sournarp. 

From the Newark Society, N. J.—Hon. THropore FRELINGHUYSEN. 

From the Pennsylvania State Society—E.viotr Cresson, Esq., JAmMzEs 
Bayarp, Esq., Hon. Henry Kine, Hon. Tuomas M. T. McKewnnan, Hon. 
Samvuect McKean. 

Prom the Washington, D. C. Auxiliary Society—Matruew Sr. C. CLarxe, 
Esq., JostauH F. PoLk, Esq. 

From the Alexandria, D. ©. Society —Rev. Exrtas Harrison, Hucu C. 
Smitn, Esq. 

The Rev. James Laurie, D. D., Treasurer of the Society, made 
a general statement concerning the finances of the Society, the de- 
tailed exposition not being entirely ready. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Bacon from Connecticut, the state- 
ment was referred to a Committee, with directions to report to the 
meeting, to-morrow evening, on the state of the Treasury. 

The Chair appointed Mr. Bacon, Mr. Gerrit Smiru, and Mr. 
ATKINSON, to constitute the Committee. Mr. Poik of Washing- 
ton, D. C. moved to proceed to the consideration of the unfinished 
business of the last annual meeting, and called up the projet of a 
new Constitution which had been presented to it. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Terry of Connecticut, Mr. PoLx with- 
drew his motion, in order to enable Mr. Terry to propose a re- 
consideration of the resolution passed last evening, accepting the 
Report of the Board of Managers, when, on his motion, said reso- 
lution was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Terry, 

Resolved, T},at those parts of the a of the Managers, which refer to the 
administration and condition of the affairs of the Colony, be referred to a Com- 
mittee. 

Messrs. Terry of Connecticut, McVean of New York, Cres- 
son of Pennsylvania, Wiiitams of N. C., and Corwin of Ohio, 
were appointed the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Terry, 

Resolved, That those parts of the Report of the Managers, which refer to 
agencies in this country, and to the transportation of emigrants, be referred to a 
Committee. 

Messrs. Wuitrtrsey of Ohio, Bayarp of Pennsylvania, Exrs- 
wortu of Connecticut, Brown of New York, and Finiey of 
New York, were appointed the Committee. 

Mr. Crarke of Washington, called forthe reading of that part 
of the Report which relates te Auxiliary Societies, and said part 
was accordingly read 


~ 
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On motion of Mr. Guriey, 

Resolved, That that part of the Report of the Managers, which refers to the 
Auxiliary or other Colonization Societies, be referred toa Committee. 

Mr. Crarke, Mr. Brecwenripce, Mr. Grennewu, Mr. Har- 
rison, aud Mr. Kine, of Pennsylvania, were appointed the Com- 
mnittee. 

Mr. Pork then renewed his proposition, which was agreed to. 

Mr. S. H. Smita, of Washington, D. C., then addressed the 
meeting on the condition of the Society and the Colony, and con- 
cluded by moving, as a substitute for Mr. Polk’s resolution, that 
the consideration of unfinished business be postponed, and also 
the following resolution, viz:— 

Resolved, ‘That a Committee of five members be appointed, to whom shall be 
referred the subject of the reorganization of the Society, and that such Commit- 
tee be instructed particularly toinquire into the expediency of constituting an 
efficient Executive head for the management of the aiairs of the Society. 

Mr. Fretincuuysen then addressed the meeting, and moved, 
asan amendment to Mr. Smitrn’s and Mr. Po rk’s Resolutions, 
that the whole subject of those Resolutions be referred to a Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Bacon, Bistop Meape, Mr. Coxe, Mr. Jones, Mr. Gur- 
Ley, and Mr. Key, then successively addressed the meeting, after 
which the question on Mr. Fre.incuuysen’s amendment was 


put, and the amendment carried nem. con. 
The Committee ordered toconsist of Mr. S. H. Smiru, Mr. Fre- 
LINGHUYSEN, Bishop Meape, Mr. Bacon, and Mr. Wi tans, of 


N. Cc. 
The Rev. Isaac Orr intimated his intention of bringing up on 
some future occasion, the subject of the relations of the African 


Education Society to this Society. 
On motion adjourned till to-morrow at 5 o’clock, P. M. 
WepneEspay, January 22d. 


The Society met pursuant to adjournment, at the lecture room 
attached to the Rev. Mr. Post’s Church. Mr. Jonn Carwisie 


Hersert in the chair. 
The minutes of the proceedings of the last meeting having been 
read, Mr. Gernit Soirn, from the Committee on the state of the 


Treasury, made the following Report: 

The Committee, appointed to inquire into the state of the Financial concerns 
of the Society, report as follows: 

That the debts owing by the Society, now due, and that will fall due by the 
Ist of May next, amount to a sum varying from $40 to 41,000. 

This unprecedented and alarming amount of debt aguinst the Society is ac- 
counted for, by the following reasons:— 

Ist. The rice crop in the Colony and on the coast generally, the last year, 
failed almost entirely; and by this Providence a considerable share of the Colonists, 
who otherwise weuld have been able to subsist upon their own means, were 
thrown upon the bounty and humanity of the Government of the Colony. 

2d. The Ajax, which sailed from New Orleans with 150 emigrants, lost 29 
of them by the cholera; was double the usual length of time in making the 
voyage; and arrived at the Colony with but two weeks’ supply of provisions, in- 
stead of the usual supply for six months. ? 

3d. An unusually large proportion of the late emigrants are improvident and. 

agriculture. 


reluctant to betake themselves to 
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4th. In some instances, among the late emigrations, families without male 
heads have been sent to the Colony—and, in many instances, the great mortality 
in the Colony during the last year has deprived families of their male heads and 
an them to the humane and expensive provisions of the Governinent of the 

colony. 

sth. The supplies of the Colonial store have not been ample, as they ever 
should be. This deficiency, however, is not to be charged to improvidence in 
the Board of Managers; but to their pomeiery inability te do on this subject 
what they were very solicitous todo. ‘This deficiency has made it necessary for 
the Government of the Colony to purchase at 1 to 200 per cent. profit, large 
—— of supplies from merchants in the Colony and from vessels touching at 
the Colony. ' 

In view of the existing pecuniary embarrassments of the Society, the Commit- 
tee would advise, that the Society send out no emigrants the present year, 
unless under very especial circumstances, and where the Society would be put to 
comparatively small ap a in sending out and provisioning the emigrants.— 
To guard against such heavy embarrassments in future, the Committee advise, 
that the Society do never, except in the extraordinary cases above referred to, 
send out emigrants, whilst they are under a debt exceeding $10,000. 

The Committee hope that the Board of Managers, will, as soon as the means 
at their disposal will allow, so far furnish the Colonial store with goods and pro- 
visions, as tv preclude the necessity of purchasing them on terms so disadvanta- 
geous as those above referred to. This necessity having existed for the last two 
car particularly, and which has been unavoidable on account of the large dis- 
-bursements of the Society for the expenses of emigration, has swelled the debt of 
‘the Society to an amount maay thousand dollars greater than it would have been, 
if this necessity had not existed. 

The Committee are highly pleased to learn that the Board of Managers have 
adopted and are contemplating measures for bringing within ascertained and the 
narrowest limits the compensation made to the Officers of the Society residing 
in the Colony—and also for avoiding the surprise of large draughts upen its 
Treasury. 

The reading of the foregoing Report led to a discussion, in which 
Mr. Breckenripce, Mr. Gurvtey, Mr. Frevincuuysen, Bisnop 


Meape and Mr. Post participated. 

Mr. BreckenripGe moved that the Report be recommitted to 
the Committee which had made it, with instructions to prepare a 
more detailed report. After some remarks from Mr. Gerrit 
Smrrn and Mr. Coxe, Mr. Cresson proposed, as an amendment.to 
the motien, that the Report be accepted. Carried nem. con. 

Mr. Terry, from the Committee to whom had been referred the 
partof the Report of the Managers relating to the administration 
and affairs of the Colony, made the following Repert, which on 
motion of Mr. Bacon, was accepted:— 

The Committee to whom was referred such part of the Annual Report as re- 
lates to the administration and condition of the affairs of the Colony respectfully 


Report-- 

That they recommend the adoption of that part of the Report. The du- 
ties assigned te the Committee comprehend more than their limited time, and 
.a single report of any reasonable length could digest and present. We are reliev- 
ed, however, in this respect by the consideration that the whole is te eccupy the 
attention, and will constitute the burden of the labors devolving upon the Board 
of Managers; and the Committee would have this Report so construed as not to 
bind that Board, although it should be accepted by the Society. Among other 
interesting topics the Committee recommend the following to the consideration 
of the Society:— 

1. A frequent revision of the Colonial Laws. The wisest jurisprudence is 
always the result ef experience, and must be founded on facts constantly devel- 
oping themselves. 


a naan aR ARETE ne 














368 PROCEEDINGS AT THB (February, 


2. The introduction of new Emigranis. At present most of the new emi- 
grants are placed together in considerable numbers in tenemeats, in the Colony, 
pees for the purpose, called Recepiucles, where they remain without regu- 
ar employment during the six months, called the seasoning. During this period 
of anxious suspense it is important that their minds should be diverted, healthful 
exercise kept up, and that they be so separated as not to act upon each other by 
sympathy. These objects would be promoted by constructing and having ready 
fur their reception cabins oz small houses, built at a small expense and connected 
with small quartities of land for cultivation. Let them be formed into Temperance 
Societies, in this country, before embarkation, and made occupantsof those hou- 
ses, on their first arrivai, and it is conceived that much human life would be saved. 
Further—each emigrant, thus located, should have a title, if, within a limited pe- 
riod, he should erect, on another lot, a similar house for the use of the Colony.— 
In this way a motive for industry would be presented to the settler, and new hou- 
ses prepared tor fresh emigrants, in perpetual succession, without charge to the 
Society. 

3. A House of Employment, connected with a sufficient quantity of land for 
the occupation (under public supervision,) of the improvident and idle, may be 
maintained with great advantage to such persons, and promote the prosperity of 
the settlements. 

4. An ample supply of merchandise and articles of trade for the public Fac- 
tories so as to fill the market, would prevent the Colonists from becoming petty 
traders, and thereby promote agriculture. 

5. The Committee are deeply impressed with the opinion, that the measures 
and expenditures of the Board ought to be directed to the improvement of the 
pres. nt settlements, in preference to enlarging them, until they shall present a 
desirable home for the man of colour, and draw Shin there at his own expense from 
a desire to become free and happy. Among other useful improvements may be 
nained schools, a saw mill, and roads coinmunicating with the interior. 

Finally, the Committee would remark, that from the perusal of numerous and 
conflicting documents and communications, they have been led to the conclusion, 
that any Board, acting here, must, in order to well-directed eflort, and econe- 
mical expenditure, have a more minute and accurate knowledge of the state of 
the Colony than is now possessed. A commission of gentlemen, of business hab- 
its, sent out to make a survey and inspection, may bring back a report of invalua- 
ble use, unimpeachable credit, and that would form the basis of safe and effi- 
cient action. 

Respectfully submitted by order of the Committee. 
SETH TERRY, Chairman. 

WasHINGTON, January 22d, 1834. 

Mr. S. H. Suiru, from the Committee to whom had been refer- 
red the subject of a new Constitution for the Society, made the fol- 
lowing Report, which was advocated by himself, Mr. Fre.inc- 


HUYSEN, Bisuop Meape and Mr. Bacon:— 

The Committee, to whom was referred a resolution, expressive of the expedi- 
ency of constituting an Executive Head of the Society, and a sketch of a new 
Constitution, submitted to the Jast annual meeting, recommend the adoption of 
the following, in lieu of the present Constitution: 


CoNSsTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOcIEPY. 

Art. I. This Society shall be called “The American Society for colonizing 
the Free People of Colour of the United States.” 7 

Art. II. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed, is to 
ap and execute a plan for colonizing (with their own consent) the Free 
-eople of Colour, residing 1n our country, in Africa, or such other place as Con- 

ess shall deem most expedient. And the Society shail act, to effect this object, 
in co-operation with the General Government, and such of the States as may 
adopt regulations upon the subject. 

Arr. III. Every Citizen of the United States, who shall have paid to the 
a_e of the Society a sum of not less than thirty dollars, shall be a member for 
ife. 
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Arr. IV. The Officers of the Society shall be a ?.esident, Vice-Piesidents, 
one or mo: Secretaries who shall devote their -;uole time to the service of the 
Society; a [reasurei, . Recorder, and » "card of Managers, composed of the 
Secretari a, the Treastirer, the Recorder and nine other members of the So. tety. 
They s.all be annual y elected by the Society, at their unnual meeting, on the 
third “.onday in Jaruary, and continue to discharge the.r respective duties till 
othe: ; are appointed 

Arr. V. Itshall be the duty of the President to pres: 'e at all meetings uf 
th Society, and t» call meetings when he thinks necessary. 

Art. VI. Th: Vice-Presidents, according to seniority, shall discharge the 
duties in the at ence of the President. . 

Art. VII. The Secretaries and Treasurer shall execute tl> business of the 
Society, und rc the direction of the Board of Managers, the Treasurer giving such 
security ir the faithtu) discharge of his duties as the Board may require. The 
Record shall record the proceedings and names of the members, ..nd disch arg : 
suc! vther duties as may be required of him. 

Art. VIII. The Board of Managers shall meet on the fourth “uonday ia 
January, every year; and at such other times as they may dire-’. They shall 
conduct the business of the Society, and take such measures or effecting its 0 - 
j ctas they shall think proper, or shall be directed at the ":.cetings of the Nociet /, 
aid make an annual report of their proceedings. TJ'2y sl.all also fill up ill 
vicancies occurring during the year, and make such by-laws tor their gover 1- 
ment as they may deem necessary, prov:..u the same are not repugnant to t! is 
C»nstitution. 

No officer shall vote om any question in which he is personally interested. 

Art. IX. Every Society which shall be founded in the United States to a‘d 
in the object of this Association, and which shall co-operate with its fund- fr 
tte purposes thereof, agreeably to the Rules and Regulations of this Soc ety, 
s! all be considered auxiliary thereto, and shall be entitled to be represent d by 
its Delegates, not exceeding five, in all meetings of the Society. 

The Ist article of the Constitution reported by the Com:nittee 
was adopted nem. con. 

Mr. Gerrit Smita moved to expunge all the words ir. the se- 
end article following the word “Africa.” After a discussi« pn on this 
n.otion between Mr. Bacon, Mr. Breckenrince, Bisnor Meape, 
and Mr. Lowrte, the motion was withdrawn by the mc ver. 

The following resolution was moved by Gen. Jones: — 

Resolved, That the Report be re-committed, with instructions ‘o report suc’) 
a‘terations only in the existing Constitution as the Committee m:y recommen |]; 
s ecifying what part of the existing Constitution is recommend :d to be struck 
o it, and what new matter is added. 

Decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the 2d article as re ported by the 
(Committee, and that article was adopted. 

The question was taken on the 3d article, and that article a lopt- 


ed nem. con. 

she 4th article was read for the consideration of the Sori +ty.— 
Mr. Gvecey moved to strike out the wurd ‘“‘nine’’ and ins=rt the 
word “‘sevon.” 

Gen. Jones eoncurred in the motion to strike out, and moved to 
insert the word “twelve.” 

Mr. Lowrie moved that the question be dividec, and the vote 
be first taken on striking out. Motions lost. 

Gen. Jones moved to strike out so much of the fourth article as 
makes the Executive Officers of the Society members of the Board 
of Managers. Motion negatived. 

47 
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Gen. Jones moved to amend the 4th article by adding to it the 
following words:— 

“Except the Secretaries, Treasurer and Recorder, who shall be 
appointed from time to time at the pleasure of the Board of Mana- 
gers, aud have their powers and duties prescribed by the Board.” 

This motion was debated by the mover, Mr. FrettncuvuyseEn, 
Bisuop Mrapr, Mr. Breckenripce, Mr. Coxe, Mr. Gerrit 
Smita, Mr. S.H. Smirnu, Mr. Bacon and Mr. Terry; and was 


finally decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the 4th article, and that article 
as reported by the Committee, was adopted. 

The remaining articles of the Constitution as reported were sev- 
erally voted on, and adopted. 

The question was then on motion of Mr. Fre,tincuuysen, put 
on the whole Constitution as reported, and it was adopted. 

Mr. Fre_incuuysen moved that a Committee be appointed to 
nominate a Board of Managers and the Executive officers of the 
Society. 

On motion of Mr. Cresson, it was resolved that the Committee 
which had reported the new Constitution be the nominating Com- 


mittee. 
Mr. S. H. Smitu was, at his own urgent request, excused from 


serving on said Committee. 

Mr. Crarxe, from the Committee to whom had been referred 
that part of the Report of the Board of Managers relating to the 
Auxiliary and other Colonization Societies, made the following re- 
port, which, on motion of Mr. Gurxiey, was ordered to lie on the 


table: — 

The Committee on so much of the Annual Report of the Board of Managers 
as relates to Auxiliary and other Colonization Societies would respectfully Re- 

rt:— 

That nothing has occurred to make the settled policy of this Society in relation 
to the extensive formation of Auxiliary Societies appear at all doubtful: or to shake 
our confidence inthe belief that such an organization might be effected as greatly 
to enlarge the Society’s means of doing good. Nor is there reason to doubt, 
that whenever the Parent Society shall have corrected the admitted evils of its 
organization, and rectified the errors into which it has fallen, in the management 
of its aiiairs, the same vigour and skill which will make all its other interests 
work right, will restore confidence to the Auxiliary Societies, and impart new 
energy and regularity to their operations. 

So in, it is not, we think to be denied, that in most cases it is best for the 

eneral interests of the whole cause, that Colonization Societies in this country 
Id sustain an auxiliary relation tothe National Society; as in this way, there 
can be more certainly secured, unity of design and cheapness and certainty of 
execution. This, however, is a matter which cannot be enforced by this Society; 
but which must, from the nature of the case, be left to the decision of the other 
Societies. And we suppose, that whenever any other Society shall determine 
to act for itself, independently of us, but consistently with our principles of action 
in the great and common cause in which we are embarked, every motive of pru- 
dence, good feeling, and common effort, should impel this Society to aid all others, 
and especially all American Societié¢s, to the utmost of its power, both here and 
‘in Africa, and to co-operate with them all in the most cordial and disinterested 
‘manner. 
Indeed the greatness of the cause we are united to advance, might seem too 
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immense to risk before the world, on a single series of experiments; and the is- 
sues too momentous to stake upon one set of councils: nor would our past histo- 
ry be, perhaps entirely conclusive, to establish any claim for us, on eitherhead. 
On the other hand, our object being single, and most explicit, we are forbidden 
from touching questions, which other and independent societies have made, and 
may continue to make as the local interests or opinions around them may from 
time to time direct. If any Society see fit to countenance the use of any con- 
straint whatever, to effect the removal of free persons of colour to Africa or else- 
where, it is manifest that such Society ought not to sustain towards us an aix- 
iliary relation. -1f any Colonization Society undertake to pursue as such a 
course, “looking forward to the extirpation of slavery,” that Society ought not to 
be d-rectly connected with us. For, however clearly we may assume slavery to be 
an evil, our action is only with the free man of colour, and with him only aiter 
he is willing to emigrate. While, therefore, the broad ground upon which we 
stand as anational Society, is ample enough to engage all our cares, it may not 
be an injury, indeed it may be of lasting advantage, to the cause and to mankind, 
that other Societies, occupying in some degree other grounds, should do it inde- 
pendently of us. 

Nor does there seem much ground of apprehension in relation to this sub- 
ject; for, in all cases, it is presumed that the agents of this Society will have as 
complete access to the people, for aid, in one case as the other; while the strong 
probability appears to be, that legislative patronage, if obtained at all, is likely 
to be based on the peculiar grounds assumed in each case, by the local Societies, 
who are presumed to act in accordance with the public sentiment of their rela- 
tive locations, and who may and will doubtless take, as they have already 
taken, grounds which this Society will-not be at liberty to occupy. 

The committee therefore see no occasion to do more, than to express the con- 
fident hope, that a more full and energetic action through Auxiliary Societies, 
will be found to flow from the contemplated remodelling of the Society’s affairs; 
and to utter the conviction, that with ordinary care and candor, no difficulty is 
likely to result outof the occasional independent action of other Colonization 
Secieties. And, in this light, the subject :s commended to the Board of Mana- 
gers. 

Mr. Gerrit Situ moved the following Resolutions:— 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Managers of this Society to possess 
themselves of the fullest and most aecurate information on the following subjects, 
and to einbody the same in their next annual report:— 

lst. What number of persons have emigrated to the Colony in each year since 
the Colony was founded? How many of them belonged to the class of free peo- 
ple of colour? How many of them were manumitted for the purpose of their emi- 
gration to the Colony; and how many of them were recaptured Africans? 

2d. What number of the emigrants, and of their children, have died on their 
passage, and whut number of them have died in the Colony? Also, what pro- 
portion of the emigrants who resided North of Maryland have died, and what 
proportion have died of those who resided South and West of Pennsylvania? 

3d. What is the whole population of the Colony? What portion of this pop- 
ulation consists of emigrants? What portion of native settlers, and what 
portion of persons born in the Colony? Also, what part of the population is male; 
also what portion of the population is under 5 years of age—what portion under 
15 years—what portion under 30—what portion under 50—how many over 
50—and how many over 70 years of age? 

4th. How many persons in the Colony are lawfully married: how many in- 
stances are there of intermarriage between the emigrants and persons belonging 
to the native tribes? 

5th. How many have been convicted of crimes of a high grade; and how ma- 
ny are paupers? 

6th. at has been the value of the exports from the Colony during each 
year for the last five years—what the value of the imports; of what have the ex- 
ports principally consisted, and of what the imports? be 

7th. What have been, and to what amount of each, the agricultural product.ons 
of the Colony, during each year, for the last five years? 


8th. How many of the are now wosth 96000 each, and bow many 
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$10,000 each, and what were these individuals respectively worth when they 
emigrated to the Colony? te 

9th. How many of the Colonists are Professors of Religion, and how many of 
them are inembers of Temperance Societies? How many of them are in schools, 
and bow many of thei can read? ‘ 

10th. How many oi the Colonists are agriculturalists? How many of them 
mechanics? ‘ sans 

Resolved, That all the Reports, after the next Report, contain statistics 
on the subjects enuinerated in the foregoing Resolution; taat thes. statistics be 
such oaly as the history of the Coloay, during the previous year, furnisnes—Ddut 
that they be more minute, than it is required they shall be in the next Report; 
specilying, amoug other things, what disease was the caus of each death in the 
Colony during the said previous year; in what vessels, and from what ports, and 
at whose charge the emigrants duiing that year sailed. : 

Ou motion of Gea. Jones, the foregoing resolutions were refer- 
red to Mr. Guacey, the Secretary, with a request that as to those 
parts of them on whic) immediate information could be given by 
the Buard, it should be given to the Society before the final ad- 
journment of the present annual meeting; and that as to the resi- 
due, the information required should be given at the next annual 
meeting. 

On motion of Mr. BreckENRIDGE, 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers be directed to lay before the public, 
through the African Repository, a full and detailed statement of the origin, rise 
and present condition of the Society’s debt, having particular reference to the 
causes and manner of its rise and increase—the times at which it h .s been in- 
creased, the individuals to whom it was originally, and is now due, and for 
what, in every case; together with every circu.ustance within the reach of their 
inquiries, here and in Atrica, which can throw any light on this subject. 

Mr. Freincnuysen, from the Committee on the subject of 
nominations, made a report nominating as President and Vice- 
Presidents, for the current year, the President and Vice-Presi- 
dents of the last year, and the following gentlemen to constitute 
the Board of Managers and Executive Officers: — 


Managers. 
Rev. James Lavrig, D. D. Rrcwarp S. Coxe, 
Gen. WALTER JONES, Water Lownrntg, 
Francig 8. Key, Dr. Puineas BRADLEY, 
Rev. Witt1am Hawtey, Dr. Tuomas SEWALL, 
Wiiiram W. Seaton, 
Officers. 
Rev. Ratreu R. Guriey, 
Wa. H. Macrartan, 
JoHN UNDERWOOD, Treasurer. 
Puitrp R. Fenpaut, Recorder. 


Mr. Potk nominated the following gentlemen as Managers:— 


Secretaries. 


Rev. James Laurie, D. D. Rev. Wm. Haw ey, 
Josern GALes, Senior, Wo. W. SEaron, 
WaLtTer Lowrie, Rev. J.T. Brooxe, 
Matruew Sr. C. Clarke, Dr. Puotneas BRrapDLey. 


Dr. THomas SEWALL, 
Mr. Cresson proposed to add the following names to the list of 
Vice-Presidents:— 
JoHn McDonoveGun, of New Orleans. 
Judge ALEXANDER Porter, of New Orleans. 
Bishop Means, of Virginia. 
Adjourned till te-morrow-at & o’clock, P. M. 
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Tuurspay, January 23d, 1834. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment, at the place of the 
last meeting. 

The Vice-Presi lent who presided at the last meeting being ab- 
sent, the Hon. Extsha Wuitriesey of Ohio, in compliance with 
a unanimous call from the members present, took the Chair. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the last meeting having been 
read, Mr. Stave of Vermont called for the reading of that part of 
the Report of the Committee on the state of the Treasury which 
relates to future expeditions to the Colony. The part required was 
read, and Mr. Sx: pe then moved for a reconsideration of the vote 
accepting the Re port. A debate ensued, in which Mr. Skinner, 
of Washington D.C., Mr. Lowriz, Mr. Terry, Mr. Warp- 
WELL, and Mr. Bacon tuck part. The motion to reconsider was 
decided in t'.e negative. 

Mr. Ba carp, from the Committee on agencies and emigrants, 
made ? xteport, which was aceepted. The Report is as follows:— 

T'.c Committee to whom it was referred to consider the subject of agencies 
c. ne American Colonization Society, and also the subject of the transportation 
of einigrants. ask leave to report:— 

That they have examined a printed report on the subject of agencies, pare 
11, of the 7th volume of the African Repository, and ay prove of the same. They 
would recommend to the Board of Managers to carry the same into effect, as 
circumstances nay require and warrant. 

In regard to emigration, the Committee having considered what is said on that 
subject in the present Annual Report, and as the same relates rincipaily to 
matters of fact, they see no objections thereto. The Committee have no doubt 
the Board have done the best they could, under all the circumstances. In the 
present state of the finances and other concerns of the Society, the Committee 
would recommend that great caution be used in sending out emigrants; but that 
the exertions of the Managers be directed principally to restore the credit of the 
Society and provide for the welfare of those already in Liberia; and also when 
hereafter the state of the funds shall justify the fitting out of expeditions with 
emigrants, that the greatest care should be taken that they be provided with all 
the necessaries required, to promote their comfort on the passage, and after 
their arrival in the Colony, and particularly in regard tothe unportant subject 
of preserving their health. ; 

The Committee also recommend, that measures be taken to induce the Aux- 
iliary Societies of the cities from which emigrants or provisions are sent, to ap- 
+ nawagmen peo Committees, whuse names shall be reported to the Board of 

anagers, and with whom the agent shall consuit relative to all matters of trans- 
portation of emigrants and supplies. 


Washington, 23d of January, 1834. 

Mr. Bacon addressed the meeting on the condition and pros- 
pects of the Society and of the Colony; moved to reconsider the 
proceedings of the last evening accepting the new Constitution, 
ar.d stated his intention to be, should the motion prevail, to move 
that the old Constitution be reinstated, and that such survivors of 
the Board of Managers of 1832, as were, before the proceedings of 
the last meeting, members of the Roard of Managers, be re-appoint- 
ed, with the power of appointing their associates to make up the re- 
quisite number. 

This motion gave rise to a discussion, in which Mr. Haw ey, 
Mr. Terry, Gen. Jones, Mr. Bacon, and Dr. Laurie took part; 
and jn the course of which, Gen. Jonps entered into a detailed 
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exposition of his views of the true objects and policy of the Seciety; 
and Mr. Bacon, for himself and other Northern gentlemen, friends 
of the Society, expressed his entire concurrence in those views. 
The discussion resulted in the withdrawal, by Mr. Bacon, of his 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. Terry then moved to take up the report of the Committee 
on nominations. 

Mr. Pox addressed the meeting on the subject of the nomina- 
tions made by him. 

Mr. Fretincnuysen stated that Mr. Unperwoop, who had 
been nominated for the office of Treasurer, wished the nomination 
to be withdrawn, as he should decline accepting the office if elected. 

Mr. Terry moved that the question should be taken on the 
names seriatim of the individuals nominated. Motion carried. 

Mr. Post, of Washington, D. C. moved to recommit the report 
to the Committee which had made it, with instructions to report 
again. The motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cresson, 

Ordered that the report of the nominating Committee be recommitted to a 
Committee of five, to consist of one individual from each of the five agency 
districts. Ayes 19, noes 8. 

The Committee was ordered to consist of Mr. Bacon, Mr. Fre- 
LINGHUYSEN, Mr. Cresson, Mr. Gerrit Smitu, and Mr. Post. 

On motion of Mr. Guriey, the report of the Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies was taken up. Mr. Guriey and Mr. Haw- 
Ley addressed the Society on that subject, and Mr. Haw.ey moved 
to amend the report by expunging the third paragraph. 

Mr. 'l‘erry moved that the consideration of the report be inde- 
finitely postponed; which motion he withdrew at the request of 
Mr. Grennetu of Massachusetts. After the latter gentleman had 
addressed the Society in vindication of the report, Mr. Terry re- 
newed his motion of indefinite postponement. Motion carried. 

Mr. Poik moved that the Aunual Report be accepted, but after- 
wards withdrew the motion. 

The nominating Committee, who had retired for the purpose of 
preparing their report, now re-entered the Hall, and Mr. Bacon, 
their Chairman, reported the following nominations:— 

Presidents and Vice-Presidents. 

The same as last year with the following additional Viee-Presi- 
dents: — 

The Rignut Reverrenp Wiz11aM Means, D. D. Assistant Bishop of Va. 


The Hon. ALEXANDER Porter, of Louisiana. 
Joun McDonovucu, Esq. of Louisiana. 


Managers. 
Rev. James Lavrrie, D. D.. Wiriram W. SEarton, 
Gen. WALTER JONES, Water Lowrie, 
Francis 8. Key, Dr. PuHineas BRADLEY, 
Rev. Witit1aAm Haw_Ley, Dr. THomas SEWALL. 


Joun UNDERWOOD, 
Rev. Rartpu R. Guriey, " 
Witiiam H. Macrarzan, : Secretaries. 
Josrru Gass, Senior, Treasurer. Puicir R. FENDALL, Recorder. 
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Mr. Haw ey moved to amend the report by adding to the list 
of Vice Presidents the name of the Hon. Samuet L. Sournarp 
of New Jersey. Motion agreed to unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Terry, the question was put on the several 
classes, serialim, of the nominations. 

The report of the nominating Committee, ac amended, was 
unanimously adopted, and the persons therein named, duly elected, 
according thereto. 

Mr. Guruey moved, but subsequently withdrew the following 
resolution: — 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed t0.prepare a code of laws to define 
the duties and govern the proceedings of the officers of this Society, and report 
the same to the next annual meeting. 

Mr. Posr moved that the Report of the Board of Managers be 
accepted with such modifications as the Board may approve, and 
that 10,000 copies be printed. 

Mr. Cresson moved an amendment, that the part of the Re- 
port which relates to Auxiliary Societies, be expunged. 

Mr. Bacon moved to strike out the passages from the words 
‘while the Managers of the Parent Suciety’’ to the words ‘‘deserve 
the consideration of this meeting” all inclusive. 

Motion carried. Ayes 12, noes 5. 

On motion of Mr. Gerrir Smita, 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers be instructed to make arrangements, 
if they can be made on suitable terms, with the Secre of this Society, to se- 
cure as soon as practicable, the publication of the Memoirs of the late lamented 
Mr. AsHMvuN, in the preparation of which it is understood he is engaged, for the 
benefit of the cause of this Institution. 

Mr. Terry moved the following resolution:— 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers be, and they hereby are, instructed 
and directed not to fit out any transport of new pe ye to Liberia, until 
houses shall be prepared for their reception, in which they shall be placed on 
their arrival at the Clear: 

Motion not seconded. 

Mr. Orr moved the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That this Society now determine, whether they will occupy the 
whole ground of educating emigrants to Africa, either in this country or Afri- 
ca, whichever can be most effectually done; or whether they will abandon the 
whole — to the African Edneation Society, except so far as may be essen- 
tial to the general regulation of the Colony. 

The consideration of this resolution was postponed till the next 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Fintey moved an adjournment till 5 o’clock to-morrow 
evening. Motion lost. | 

Mr. Post moved to adjourn indefinitely. Motion lost. 

Mr. Haw ey moved a reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Ba- 
—_ resolution, expunging certain passages from the last Annual 

eport. 

This motion prevailing, Mr. Haw rey then moved that the Re- 
port be referred to the Board of Managers, with authority to re- 
tain, expunge or modify, the passages referred to. This motion 
was carried. 
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OFFICERS AND MANAGERS. (February, 


Mr. Cresson moved the following resolution:— 


Resolved, That CorTLano VAN RENSSELAER, JoHN T. Norton and Ro- 
BERT S. Fintey, be hereby appointed a Commission to proceed to Liberia and 


its vicinity, and to submit to the next annual meeting the result of their inquiry. 


Referred to the Board of Managers. 


On motion of Dr. Lavare the Society adjourned to the next ar- 


nual mecting. 
A true copy from the mi utes: 
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P. R. FiatNDALL, Secretary to the Meeting. 
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In commencing their Seventeenth Annual Report, it is 
the mournful duty of the Managers of the American Colo- 
nization Society, to notice that afflictive dispensation of 
Providence, which has removed from among them an aged 
and venerable Minister of Christ, who aided in the forma- 
tion of the Society; and from that period until within a few 
days of his death, continued to share in the management of 
its concerns. 

The name of the Rev. Stephen B. Balch, D. D., is deep- 
ly engraven on the hearts of the members of this Society, 
and of this community; and with it are associated recollec- 
tions of a character in which were happily combined vigo- 
rous powers of intellect with all the christian virtues. In 
him, strict integrity and unbending firmness were softened 
and made attractive by candour, meekness, charity, and a 
simplicity that knew no guile. His consistency of conduct 
was remarkable; the feelings of childhood softened the rigors 
of age; and amid the trials to which he was occasionally ex- 
posed, his soul dwelt in serenity, and the light of an uninter- 
rupted cheerfulness shed a charm over his protracted life. 

In contributing to found this Institution, and from its 
origin to conduct its operations, Dr. Balch exhibited that 
enlarged benevolence towards men, and that confidence in 
God, by which alone individuals are prepared to engage 
successfully in enterprises difficult of accomplishment and 
promising their largest benefits to future generations of 
mankind. He hath entered into rest, having walked in 
his uprightness. 

In the brief review which it is proposed to take of the 
et of the last year, the attention of the gencral meeting 
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is first invited to the expeditions which during this period 
have been sent to Liberia. 

It was stated by the Managers in their last Report. that 
arrangements had been made to despatch an expedition 
from New Orleans; and on the 2ist of April, sailed from 
that port the brig Ajax, (Capt. Wm. H. Taylor) with 150 
emigrants; of which 102 were from Kentucky, 44 from 
Tennessee, and the remainder from New Orleans, St. Lou- 
is and Ohio. More than 90 of those from Kentucky, and 
several of those from Tennessee, were slaves manumitied, 
that they might proceed as freemen to Liberia. Of the 
whole number, only six were above fifty years of age, and 
but five between forty and fifty, and the entire company of 
the most respectable character. They enjoyed the best 
accommodations, and were accompanied by Mr. H. D. 
King, an Agent from Tennessee, who went out to ascer- 
tain for himself the condition and prospects of the Colony; 
and by Mr. A. H. Savage of Ohio, who has most benevo- 
lently devoted himself to the moral and intellectual im- 
provement of the people of colour in Africa. Twenty-nine 
of the emigrants in this vessel fell victims to the cholera, 
(that had just commenced its ravages at New Orleans) in 
the early part of her voyage, which in consequence of de- 
lay, at one of the West India Islands, occasioned by the 
prevalence of this disease, was not completed until the 11th 
of July. 

On the 10th of May, embarked at Philadelphia, for the 
Colony, in the brig American, Capt. Abels, a small com- 
pany of emigrants mostly from the State of New York.— 
Among these was a venerable old man from Littleton, New 
Hampshire, who had for years been deeply affected by the 
condition ofhis African brethren, and anxious to visit them 
in the hope of imparting to them a knowledge of the true 
God. 

The ship Jupiter, Capt. Knapp, sailed from Norfolk on 
the 5th of November, with 50 emigrants; 44 of whom were 
liberated slaves; most of them from Virginia. In this ves- 
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sel, went as passengers, Dr. Todsen, Colonial Physician, 
the Rev. John B. Pinney, the Rev. Messrs. Cloud and 
Laird, with the lady of Mr. Laird, and Mr. John Temple, 
a man of colour, Missionaries of the Western Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church; also the 
Rev. Messrs. Spalding and Wright, with their wives and 
a young lady as assistant, Missionaries of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 

This vessel was followed on the 25th by the brig Argus, 
Capt. Peters, which, with ample supplies of goods and pro- 
visions, received on board at Norfolk 51 emigrants, 55 of 
whom were manumitted slaves, and nearly the whole num- 
ber from Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. 

The Board regret to state that the health of the Colo- 
nists, particularly of those who arrived in the early part 
of the year, has suffered severely; and the mortality among 
the emigrants by the latest expeditions, has been unusually 
great. By the return of Dr. Mechlin to the United States, 
within a few days past, certain facts on this subject have 
come to the knowledge of the Board, which they deem it 
their duty to submit to the general meeting. From the La- 
fayette, Roanoke, Jupiter, American, Ajax and Hercules, 
were landed 649 emigrants, of whom 134 have died.— 
Though emigrants of no particular class and from no par- 
ticular section of the country have been exempt from the fa- 
tal effects of the fever, the greatest mortality has occurred 
among those who had resided farthest to the North, and in 
the most elevated portions of our own country. The Man- 
agers have sought to ascertain the true causes of this heavy 
and unexpected calamity, trusting that they would be found 
such, as should not be permitted to weaken the efforts or 
dim the hopes of the Society. 

Dr. Todsen. a Physician of much experience in the disea- 
ses of the African climate, deemed it necessary in the spring, 
for the benefit of his health, to visit the United States; and 
in the course of the summer, Dr. Hall, his only associate 
in medical practice, returned to this country for a similar 
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purpose. Theduties of Physician for the whole Colony 
were thus thrown upon the Colonial Agent, Dr. Mechlin, 


_who, owing to toils and exposures during a visit to Grand 


Bassa, had suffered severely under repeated attacks of 
disease, and now while the sick were widely separated from 
each other, many of them at Caldwell, nine miles from 
Monrovia, found it impossible, even had all other concerns 


been neglected, to attend duly to their necessitics. The 
emigrants from the most southern States felt confident that 


they would remain unharmed, and therefore unnecessarily 
exposed themselves to the various exciting causes of the 
fever, and when seized by it, relied for remedies rather 
upon the judgment of some of their own number, than upon 
the advice of those whose experience would have proved a 
far safer guide. 

The loss of so many lives, is then, in the opinion of the 
Board, to be attributed rather to the extraordinary un- 
healthiness of the season, the want of medical aid, and the 
incautiousness and use of improper medicines on the part 
of the emigrants, than to the general and permanent char- 
acter of the climate. 

The Managers areconfirmed in this opinion, by the co- 
lonial census, just received, which, though certainly un- 
favourable to the health of the Colony, will not induce 
those to despair of success, who are familiar with the his- 
tory of Colonization. The number which had been sent 
to the Colony before the arrival of the expeditions above 
mentioned as so severely afflicted, was 1872 persons; and 
the actual population of the Colony (not including the re- 
captured Africans) in 1832, 1697. The whole number of 
emigrants, including the expeditions of last year, and the 
recaptured Africans, (a part of whom only were removed 
from this country) has been 3123, while the present popu- 
lation of the Colony is stated to be 2816. About fifty of the 
Colonists are believed to have been absent in the country, 
at the time this census was taken. Now it should not be 
forgotten, that the early emigrants were exposed to al- 
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most every variety of hardship and suffering; that several 
fell in a contest with the natives; that from twenty to fifty 
at least have returned; that some have perished by disas- 
ters upon the rivers and at sea; that all have had to con- 
tend with difficulties inseparable from’ their enterprise in 
an untried climate and on adistant and uncultivated shore; 
and finally, that neither the information nor the pecuniary 
means of the Society, have at all times been such as to en- 
able it adequately to fulfil the dictates of its own benevo- 
lence. : 

While the facts just stated, must excite painful emotions 
in the breast of every member of this Society,—while all 
will feel that human life is not to be wantonly exposed or 
lightly regarded; neither, the Managers may be permit- 
ted to say, on account of ordinary or temporary calamities, 
should a great cause, undertaken from the purest motives 
and for purposes of large and lasting good to mankind, be 
abandoned. The history of Colonization in America, 
proves how impotent were events, in themselves most af- 
flictive and disheartening, to arrest the progress of settle- 
ments founded by men who grew wise in adversity, and 
gathered resolution and strength from defeat. The geni- 
us of our nation, sprung from the colonies of Plymouth and 
Jamestown, rebukes the despondency which would augur 
destruction to Liberia, because dark clouds have hung 
over it and many valuable lives perished in laying its 
foundations. Nearly one half the first Plymouth emigrants 
died in the course of fourmonths. The first three attempts 
to plant a Colony in Virginia totally failed. In six 
months, ninety of the one hundred settlers who first landed 
at Jamestown died. Subsequently in the same brief period, 
the inhabitants of this Colony were reduced from five hun- 
dred to sixty; and long after, when £150,000 had been ex- 
pended on that Colony, and nine thousand people had been 
sent thither, its population amounted to but 1800 souls.x— 
Itis the opinion of Dr. Mechlin, that the settlement just 
commenced at Grand Bassa, is more favourable to health 























than Monrovia; and that future emigrants should be first 
sent to that place. It is stated that, at a small expense, a 
road might be opened to the distance of fifty miles in the 
interior, where the elevation of the country affords reason 
to believe, there exist few if any unusual causes of disease. 
The removal of emigrants thither, would probably conduce 
not only to their health, but to their more industrious and 
successful cultivation of the soil. It has been observed, 
thatthe natives from the upper country, are somewhat af- 
fected by the climate of the coast; yet the natives of the 
coast have vigorous constitutions and enjoy the best health. 
This fact shows, that whatever may be the results of further 
inquiries and experience in regard to the dangers to which 
emigrants from this country may be exposed, the Colony of 
Liberia will increase; and if more slowly, yet surely confer 
on Africa the blessings it is designed to bestow. 

A very valuable tract of country at Grand Bassa, lying 
between the central trunk south-eastern branch of St. 
John’s river, the latter known by the name of Benson’s 
river, and extending fifteen miles into the interior, contain- 
ing from one hundred and fifty to two hundred square miles 
of the best land, with two eligible mill-seats, and abound- 
ing in valuable timber, has, since the last anniversary, 
through the earnest and well-directed efforts of the Colo- 
nial Agent, Dr. Mechlin, been added to the territory of 
the Colony. He remarks,—**Por fertility of soil, and the 
facilities for procuring articles of trade and subsistence, I 
know of no place within our limits, that can compare with 
the country in the vicinity of St. John’s river.” On the 
tract of land purchased by the same gentleman, on the Lit- 
tle Bassa side of St. John’s river, about one hundred and 
fifty emigrants established themselves early in the year, 
and have already built houses, enclosed their lots, and 
made encouraging progress in agricultural improvements. 
The town which has been commenced, commands a fine 
view of the ocean, and is called Edina, in honor of the 
liberality of the citizens of Edinburgh, in Scotland. 
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Provisions are much cheaper at Grand Bassa than at 
Monrovia: the St. John’s river abounds in fish; and indian 
corn, and a great variety of vegetables may be successfully 
cultivated. Qneof the native chiefs desired that his town 
might be included within the limits of the settlement, so that 
he might share in he privileges while he obeyed the laws of 
the Colony. ‘The natives in the vicinity of Edina manifest 
the most friendly disposition, and several of the Bassa 
chiefs have expressed their willingness to make grants of 
land to the Society. The proprietor of a tract (four or five 
miles south of the mouth of the St. John’s river, forming 
an admirable harbour, in which ships may anchor, and 
boats land their cargoes safely, at all seasons), who, until 
recently, refused to cede any portion of it, has become so 
well convinced of the advantages he may derive from a civ- 
ilized settlement, as to invite the Colonial Agent to select 
and purchase any part of his territory; and it is the pur- 
pose of the Board to secure, as soon as possible, the bene- 
fits of this proposition. 

The commercial prosperity of the Colony, bas continued 
to increase; and the Managers have only to regret that the 
immediate gains of trade are too generally preferred to the 
slower but surer profits of agricultural labour. Several 
vessels have been built at the Colony: the Liberia Herald 
gives a list of sixty to seventy arrivals in the course of the 
last eight months; and measures have been taken tu ex- 
plore the country with the view of establishing commer- 
cial conmexions with the powerful tribes of the interior. 

The Managers state with regret, that the hopes express- 
ed by them in their last Report, in regard to agriculture, 
have not been fully realized. They have deemed a vigo- 
rous cultivation of this great interest essential to the com- 
mon prosperity, the durable independence of the Colony. 
They have instructed their Agent, and urged the settlers 
to consider it of primary importance: and premiums have 
been olfered to encourage agricultural indusiry and euter- 
prise. But the temptations to indolence and trade with 
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the natives, and in some instances the pressure of daily 
want, not to be satisfied with future relief, have overcome 
all opposing inclinations. The Managers still hope that 
what could not be done by argument, may be done by ex- 
ample. Some of the most respectable emigrants from 
Charleston, have wisely resolved to devote themselves to 
agriculture, and have formed themselves into a company, 
that they may prosecute it with the more energy and suc- 
cess. Under date of August Ist, the Rev. Colston M. 
Waring writes: ‘Though I am not a farmer, I have cul- 
tivated six acres of coffee; and have this season planted 
five acres more; and am planting besides, yams, and an 
ample supply of vegetables. I feel very sanguine that my 
example will be followed by many in the culture of coffee 
and other articles.”” The farms of the recaptured Afri- 
cans, have well rewarded their labours; and the emigrants 
at Edina seem disposed to rely mainly upon their labours 
as husbandmen, for the means of subsistence and prospe- 
rity. ‘The demand for mechanical labour in the Colony, 
is great; and those who perform it, receive a liberal com- 
pensation. 

The cause of education is making progress; nearly all 
the settlers wish their children to enjoy its advantages, 
and the common schools, six in number, (three of them sus- 
tained by a benevolent society of Jadies in Philadelphia) 
are well conducted and attended. The Auxiliary Ccoloni- 
zation Society of Massachusetts, appropriated early in the 
year, $1,000 towards the establishment and support of a 
school, with two teachers, to be called the Massachusetts 
Colonial Free School. Ample and judicious regulations 
have been drawn up by that Society, for the management 
of this school, which is to be under the immediate control 
of a committee consisting of the Colonial Agent or the 
Mayor of Monrovia, and two other persons, to be annual- 
ly elected by the citizens of the Colony; and it is expected 
soon to be in operation. The Managers are pleased to 


learn that Mr. A. H. |Savage, who has entered upon & 
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course of benevolent action in the Colony, designs to com- 
mence a manual labour school at Millsburg; and his esti- 
mable character and practical knowledge, give reason to 
conclude, that it will be so conducted as to prove of large 
and extensive utility. Many of the ladies of New York, 
of different denominations, have united to form a Society 
for the promotion of education in Liberia. It is proposed, 
by forming associations in the different churches, to raise 
in each church a sum adequate to the support of a single 
teacher. Several teachers have already offered their ser- 
vices, and the means for the support of some of them, are 
already pledged. ‘The scheme excites much interest, and 
it is hoped that many churches will engage in this work of 
benevolence and mercy. 

The High School or Seminary, proposed by Henry Shel- 
don, Esq. of New York, whose munificent donation of 
$2,000 as the commencement of a permanent fund for its 
support, was mentioned at the last anniversary, has not 
yet been founded. As such an Institution would greatly 
promote the cause of letters and religion in Africa, the 
Managers trust their countrymen will not deny the means 
for its adequate endowment. 

The Managers can add little to the statements in their 
last Report, in regard to the moral and religious interests 
of the Colony, ‘The number of churches or meeting-hou- 
ses in the various settlements, is nine; the Sabbath and 
public worship are well observed; many of the recaptured 
Africans have united themselves to the church; and the 
christian community have manifested a desire to impart 
religious knowledge to the African tribes. In May last, 
the Board of Missions of the Baptist Church in Monro- 
via, appointed Adam W. Anderson a Missionary for one 
year, among the Vye people at Cape Mount, and instruct- 
ed him not only to preach the Gospel to the adults of this 
tribe, but to teach the English language to their children. 

All the native Africans in the neighbourhood of the Co- 
lony; = prepared to receive instruction in letters, the 
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arts and christianity; and many of the chiefs have offered 
to make grants of lands, on the simple condition, that their 
youth shall enjoy the advantages of an English education. 
Thousands of human beings, debased in intellect and dark- 
ly bound in vice, invoke the spirit of missionary enterprise 
to extend its triumphs over an almost unlimited field; and 
in their characters renovated, and lives purified by its in- 
fluence, to find for every labour and sacrifice, an ample 
and durable reward. 

The Managers have been gratified to observe among 
Christians of various denominations, both in this country 
and Great Britain, a growing concern to civilize the man- 
ners and enlighten the minds of the people of Africa. They 
have rejoiced that all associations designed for the benefit 
of uncivilized men, might derive aid from Liberia in their 
merciful efforts to rescue this people from their degrading 
superstitions, their odious customs, and that traffic which 
has cursed their race, and to bring them under the domin- 
ion of knowledge, reason and the all-gracious power of 
divine truth. 

The departure for the Colony of two Missionaries, the 
Rev. Mr. Cox under the authority of the Methodist Church, 
and the Rev. Mr. Pinney under that of the Western Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, was mentioned in the 
last Report. Mr. Pinney having visited several places on 
the coast and in the interior, and made arrangements for 
the vigorous prosecution ofhis work, returned to this coun- 
try in the spring, to strengthen his impaired health, make 
report of his prospects, and obtain associates in his enter- 
prise. His statements excited deep interest in many 
churches; and with four individuals as assistants in the 
same cause, he sailed for the Colony on the 5th of Novem- 
ber. 

After a voyage of four months, having touched at the 
Cape de Verds, Bathurst in the Gambia, and Sierra Leone, 
the Rev. Melville B. Cox, the first Methodist Missionary 
to Africa, on the 11th of March, arrived at Monrovia. — 
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His health had Jong been feeble, and on the 2st of July, 
after a lingering illness, he resigned his soul to God. 
He had conferred with many intelligent and religious 
men at the English colonies, acquired valuable infor- 
mation, comprehensively and judiciously surveyed the 
wide field before him, and adopted the largest plans of 
usefulness. His intellectual. strength and activity—his 
zeal, charity and apostolic devotion, qualified him for 
great achievements; and though fallen when his armour 
was just put on for the conflict, he speaks to the church 
and her elcct host, to follow him, in the words ordered by 
him to be engraved on his monument—‘‘Let thousands 
fall before Africa be abandoned.” Animated by his spirit 
and moved by his example, two Missionaries, with their 
wives, anda young lady as teacher, of the same denomina- 
tion, have just gone to occupy the station which he occu- 
pied; and to seek through the might of Him who claims the 
homage of all hearts, to turn the Barbarians of Africa from 
darkness to light, and from the power of satan unto God. 

The Managers state with regret that complaints have 
been made to them from various sources during the year, 
highly injurious to the character and interests of the Colo- 
ny. ‘Thatthese are not wholly unfounded, that evils ex- 
ist demanding for their remedy prompt and energetic mea- 
sures, the Board cannot doubt. They have sought to ascer- 
tain the causes of these evils, and the means for their remo- 
val. They areconvinced that in the methods of supplying 
the necessities of newly arrived emigrants; of allotting to 
them their Jands;of guarding their health; exciting their 
industry and public spirit; securing increased attention to 
agriculture; suppressing the traffic in ardent spirits and con- 
ducting the operations and defraying the expenses of the co- 
lonial government, there is reason and room for improve- 
ment. Occasional errors in judgment, are incidental to 
the management of affairs so remote as those of the Colony, 
from the personal inspection of the Board; and if througis 
inexperience or inadequate information, such errors have 
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been committed, they may hope by additional light to cor- 
rect them; nor can they be slow to change or even abandon 
measures which are proved ineffectual to accomplish the 
good for which they were intended. 

Mr. Anthony D. Williams, the then Vice Agent, and 
Mr. J.J. Roberts, High Sheriff of the Colony, (whose visit 
to various places in this country during the last summer, 
rendered special service to the cause), submitted a commu- 
nication from some of the leading colonists to the Board, 
requesting as a measure likely to contribute to the public 
prosperity, that the council should be increased in number 
and invested with additional powers as a branch of the co- 
lonial government. The memorialists were sustained, to 
some extent, in their views by the opinions of the Colonial 
Agent; but the Managers deemed it best to postpone any 
decision on the subject. The entire system of political 
and civil jurisprudence in Liberia, may require a revision; 
and to it the Board have already invited the attention of 
gentlemen well qualified to adapt it to the circumstances 
and prospects of the Colony. 

The Society has laboured during the year under pecuni- 
ary embarrassments; nor yet secured adequate relief. The 
Managers stated last year, that in assisting many to emi- 
grate, in whose behalf urgent applications had been made 
to them, they had incurred expenses beyond the means at 
their disposal; yet, at that time, they apprehended no ina- 
bility to meet their engagements. The demands upon the 
Society’s treasury, from Liberia, (arising in part from the 
failure of the rice crops on that coast), have, however, been 
large and unexpected, and beyond the resources which the 
Board have yet been able to command. 

The Colonial Agent, Dr. Mechlin, who has done sales 
to enlarge the territory and extend the influence of the 
Colony, has returned to the United States, and resigned his 
olfice as Colonial Agent. His health has been impaired 
by the arduous labours of his station, and the influence of 
the climate. A removal from a tropical region seemed 
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to offer the only hope of his recovery. The services which 
he has rendered and the sufferings endured by him in 
the cause of this Society, will long be gratefully remember- 
ed by the friends of Africa. 

In obedience to the instructions of the Board, the Secre- 
tary, in the course of the summer, invited public attention 
in the cities of Boston, New York and Philadelphia, and 
various other places at the North, to the claims and wants 
of the Society. Deep and general interest was manifested 
in the cause, and large public meetings were held to pro- 
mote it. Resolutions were adopted by the citizens of Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, to endeavour to raise in each of their 
respective States, ten thousand dollars; while those of New 
York proposed twenty thousand dollars as their contribu- 
tion to the cause. From the city of New York, many ge- 
nerous donations have been received; and it is hoped that 
purposes so nobly formed, will be fully and speedily exe- 
cuted. They are the purposes of men whose feelings and 
favour depend not upon the sunshine, and whose courage is 
not shaken by the storm. 

The principles and proceedings of the Society, have, du- 
ring the year, in the newspapers and journals of the coun- 
try, been thoroughly and extensively discussed; and the 
reflections of the American people are awake in regard to 
the momentous questions which they involve. Numerous 
Auxiliary Societies have been formed in various States; 
argument and eloquence and truth have sustained the In- 
stitution: but while it has grown in strength, the conflict- 
ing elements of opposition have broken against it. 

As Agents, the Rev. J. N. Danforth in New York and 
New England, and J. G. Birney, Esq. in the south-wes- 
tern States, have done much to enlighten the mind, and 
secure the confidence and charities of the public. The 
Rev. Cyril Pearl has by his addresses and writings, ren- 
dered important service in a large portion of New Eng- 
land. R. S. Finley, Esq., Agent of the New York Socie- 
ty, has continued his efficient labours for the advancement 
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of the cause. Others have been temporarily employed; 
and individuals too numerous to mention have joyfully made 
large sacrifices of time and money to sustain it, rewarded 
only but amply by the consciousness of well doing. 

With ardent zeal and unbroken resolution, although 
amid many difficulties, and in the face of a well organized 
opposition, Mr. Cresson has advocated the cause of the So- 
ciety throughout England, Scotland and a part of Ireland; 
and won over to its support many of the wisest heads and 
warmest hearts. Numerous branch associations have 
been formed; liberal contributions made to the funds of the 
Society, and able writers enlisted inits defence. At Perth, 
Greenock, Leith, Dundee, Aberdeen, Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh, large public meetings were held, (at the last place 
Lord Moncrieff presiding, who with the Lord Advocate, 
Mr. Jeffrey, and othereminent individuals, made eloquent 
addresses), and resolutions adopted, expressive of entire 
confidence in the benevolence of the Institution, and heart- 
felt interest in its success. Many ladies of distinction were 
ready to combine their efforts in aid of the cause, and to, 
pledge to it their influence, contributions and prayers. 

In many of the English Journals, the subject of African 
Colonization has been discussed; and for candid expositions 
of its views, the Society is particularly indebied to Dr, 
Thomas Hodgkin, London; Rev. Josiah Pratt, Secretary 
of the London Missionary Society; T. G. Jacob, of Bel- 
fast; Rev. Edward Higginson, of Hull; J. Bevans, the able 
Editor of the Herald of Peace; James Simpson, Esq. of 
Edinburgh; and the Rev. Henry Duncan, of Dumfries, 
Scotland. 

The Managers announce with the highest gratification, 
the formation, on the 3rd of July last, of the British Afri- 
can Colonization Society. Of this Society, the Duke of 
Sussex is Patron, and Lord Bexley President; and among 
its other officers, are enrolled some of the brightest names 
in England. The object of this Society is to introduce the 
blessings of civilization and christianity into Africa, and 
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abolish the slave trade, by the employment of persons of 
African race, and qualified by their education and princi- 
ples to instruct and improve the natives of Africa; and also 
the establishment of colonies cemposed of such persons, and 
formed with the free consent of both natives and colonists. 
This Institution has declared its purpose to correspond 
and co-operate with the American Colonization Society, 
and with such missionary, religious and charitable socie- 
ties in Great Britain and the United States, as are en- 
deavonring to raise the civil, moral and religious condi- 
tion of the Africans. 

The Board trust that the results of Mr. Cresson’s mis- 
sion will be perpetuated, not only in the operations of the 
British Colonization Society, but*in that union of spirit 
which should render one, the people of America and Eng- 
land, whenever humanity sumimons them to vindicate her 
rights, and liberty and religion, seek power from them to 
triumph over the vices and miseries of mankind. It has 
been proposed by the English government to place certain 
recaptared Africans that may be thrown upon its protec- 
tion, in Liberia; and the Managers have consented to re- 
ceive and grant tosuch Africans (not exceeding 1,000 an- 
nually) all the privileges allowed to other settlers, on con- 
dition said government shall pay ten pounds for each, to- 
wards defraying the expenses. 

The abolition of slavery in the British West Indies, is 
a great event, to the consequences of which are turned with 
intense interest the eyes of the civilized world. To se- 
cure the inestimable benefits of freedom to any people, the 
light of knowledge and all the discipline of moral and re- 
ligious education are indispensable. 

Hence the proposition to found institutions for the edu- 
cation of men of colour,—to prepare them to become teach- 
ers and missionaries among their brethren in the West 
Indies and Africa, and especially the plan of establishing 
a college for their benefit in the Island of Bermuda, must 
receive the cordial approbation of all the friends of man- 
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kind. Letus cherish the hope, that through the united 
charities of England and America, an institution may 
soon rise in Bermuda, resting upon broad and solid foun- 
dations, sustained by a catholic spirit, and from which 
shall emanate the light and power of truth, to bring up 
from amid the mouldering ruins of our nature, social order 
and political liberty, and render them alike the possession, 
the greatness and the glory of the African race. 

The State Colonization Society of Maryland, has adopt- 
ed measures for founding at Cape Palmas, on the African 
coast, a new Colony, to be aided by all its resources, and 
exclusively under its control. Its Managers have resolved 
to regard the abolition of slavery in Maryland, as a pri- 
mary object; torender their settlements in Africa as far as 
possible, agricultural; and to aid such persons only to emi- 
grate, as will agree to abstain entirely from the use and 
traffic in ardent spirits. The first expedition for Cape 
Palmas, which has recently sailed, conveys about25 emi- 
grants, under the direction of Dr. Hall as Agent, assisted 
by the Rev. Mr. Hersey, with the Rev. Mr. Wilson, the 
first missionary sent to Africa by the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The vessel will 
touch at Liberia to receive thence some additional emigrants; 
she has supplies for six months, and ample materials for 
commencing and defending a new settlement, should suit- 
able territory be obtained. It is due to the Maryland So- 
ciety as well as to this Institution to say, that the peculiar 
circumstances and principles of the former, have constitu- 
ted in her judgment, valid reasons for dissolving those ties 
by which she has been heretofore connected, as an Auxiliary, 
with this Society. The Managers have cheerfully affordeil 
to the Maryland Society every aid and facility in their 
power; and trust that her enterprise will prove most advan- 
tageous to Maryland, and show to the whole country the 
great benefits of the Colonization scheme, while they cannut 
be deemed responsible for her peculiar views, or for tle 
plans she may adopt for the execution ofher purposes. She 
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has resolved, for reasons satisfactory to herself, to prosé- 
cute independently her great work; yet, without questioning 
the wisdom of her course, the Managers may be permitted 
to say, that in their judgment, great advantages are to be 
expected from the continued union of Auxiliaries, when 
united on the same principles, to the Parent Institution, 
and from a central organization constituted and controlled 
by the authority embodying the sentiments, representing 
the will, and exerting the power of the friends of the cause 
throughout the nation. To execute an object of great na- 
tional importance, the largest resources may be required; 
and what can with difficulty be effected by a small portion 
of the nation, may be easily and fully accomplished by the 
combined sentiment and powers of the American people. 

The crisis has arrived. Thought, inquiry, feeling, are 
awake, and while the mind of the whole nation is fast mak- 
ing upits permanent judgment in regard to this Society, 
Providence is pleased to darken its way, and call upon the 
host of its steadfast friends, to lift up their eyes and voi- 
ces to the everlasting throne. But let no man’s heart fail 
him. A good cause may seem to be in danger, it can 
never suffer a lasting defeat. 

The Managers trust that the principles on which this 
Society is founded, are such as will endure the trial of op- 
position and of time. If it be benevolent to exert a moral 
influence to produce a voluntary separation of the people 
of colour from the white race among whom they reside, 
and their establishment in another land, as a distinct com- 
munity, where they may be educated, self- governed, ex- 
cited to noble actions, made to feel in themselves the con- 
sciousness of all human power, while they see around them 
the means of largest usefulness and all human improve. 
ment, then benevolence pervades the constitution and gov- 
erns the proceedings of this Society. That many of the 
causes depressing the free man of colour in this country, 
are moral, and therefore ought to be removed; that he is 
the 2 of prejudice; that much is neglected which might 
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be done here for his relief; that evils exist in Liberia; that 
particular measures of the Society fail of success, may be 
admitted, while its fundamental principles remain entire in 
their character of benevolence and truth. If the object 
proposed, be on the whole, desirable and practicable, it 
should not, it will not be abandoned. Ifthe scheme of the 
Socicty tend more than any other to free the mind of the man 
of colour; to infuse into him heroic desires and discipline him 
for worthy deeds; to place him where all circumstances fa- 
vour his elevation and all motives stir him to duty, to en- 
lighten Africa, to change her barbarous and enslaved to an 
educated, a free and Christian population, and in fine, to 
cover one continent with the glory of benevolence, and 
another with its choicest blessings, it can never want 
friends on earth or a Patron in Heaven. 

Towards kindred Institutions, designed to meliorate, by 
proper and judicious means, the condition of the people of 
colour in this country or Africa, the Managers cherish a 
sincere regard. While in their appropriate work, they 
hope to be sustained by the general sense and benevolence 
of the country; they will rejoice in all efforts, whether of 
individuals or associations, adopted to promote, consis- 
tently with the common welfare, the happiness of any por- 
tion of mankind. And while they cannot doubt that the 
principles of the Christian religion supply an adequate re- 
medy for all the evils, originating in moral causes, of the 
world; to them it is not less clear, that such remedy is, in 
most cases, gentle in itsinfluence, peaceful in its nature, and 
gradual in its effects. It enlivens the conscience, sways 
the will, and softens the heart. The warring passions of 
man subside beneath its power, and discord becomes har- 
mony. Itisby changes inthe human soul, that it accom- 
plishes the most glorious revolutions in human affairs; ex- 
hibiting the power of transmuting the bonds of affliction 
into the golden links of sympathy and love, and making 
the crimes and misfortunes of the past, contribute to the 
virtue and happiness of every future age- With a firm re- 
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liance upon Providence, resolved that no spirit of selfish- 
nessor ambition shail be permitted to disturb its councils, 
may this Society move on in the light of charity and of 
truth, overcoming opposition by meekness, enmity by love, 
gathering around it the affections of the wise and the good, 
extending theempire of Christianity, kindling hope where 
now is despair, and building up throughout Africa, Institu- 
tions to which the eyes of millions shall be joyfully turned, 
when her pyramids shall be no more. 





TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


DR. 

Balance from last year, including $101 counterfeit, $1,048 83 
Donations by individuals, - - 1,138 67 
Auxiliary Societies, - - - - 12,519 45 
Collections by Agents, - - 2,049 76 
4th of July collections, - - : 4,078 70 
Life-member subscriptions, - - 1,440 50 
Annual subscriptions, - 107 
Subscriptions on Gerrit oe ( $100) plan, 2,804 06 
Legacies, - 10,236 
Loans, - . 10,289 71 
Subscriptions to Repository, 90 
Money refunded, - - - 10 67 
Collections in Europe, - 8,125 82 

$48,939 17 


CR. 
Transportation and provision of Emigrants, - $2,133 33 
Su plies for the Colony, : - - - 20,044 07 
Salaries of Colonial Agent and Physicians, - 2,465 08 
do. minor Officers at the Colony, - . - 1,147 40 
do. Agents in the United States, - - 181249 » 
do. Secretary, Aaatatgnt Gocretery, Treasurer, and Clerk, 2,801 61 
Contingencies, - 1,203 34 
Printing, - - - 2,480 18 
Subscriptions to Repository, - 177 70 
Loans to the Society paid of, - - 12,641 34 
Expense of collecting Emigrants, - 53 
Loss on uncurrent money, - - 37 31 
Interest on loans and notes, - - 283 24 
Support and Tuition of W. Davis, ° 181 80 
Io. do. Medical Students, 1,611 90 
oo port of James Brown, Apothecary, - e 184 
ance, including $112 counterfeit, 231 43 


E. $48,939 17 
Washington, January 24, 1834. — 





The Rev. Josnvua N. , Daseeart permanent Agent of the A. C. Society for 
the district comprising the New England States and New York, has his 


Agency. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


To American Colonization Society, from Jan. 1, to March 1, 1834. 


Gerrit Smith’s Pirst Plan of Dtewryytion. 


Nicholas Brown, Providence, Rhode island, - > $100 
Hon. Jacob Burnett, Ohio, - . 100 
Matthew Carey, Philadelphia, (paid to Rev J. N. Danforth, ) - 100 


Dr. John Kerr, Louisiana, $100—John M‘ Donough, New Orleans, $100, 200 
Collections from Churches. 


Second Presbyterian church, Albany, by David Wood, - - 62 
Bethlehem church, Indiana, - - - . 8 
Associated Reformed congregation, Big Spring, Pa. - - 35 
Buck Spring, Harrison co. Ohio, Presbyterian congregation - - 20 
Calvary Meeting- -house, Ohio, by Rev. D. Parker, - - 6 
Dutch church, Chittenango, New York, by G. Smith, . - 9 
Dauphin church, by the Rev. J. R. Sharon, 12 
Retormed Pres. church, Duanesburg, and others, by: Dr. M‘ ‘Master, poster, 13 
Felicity church, Ohio, by Rev. D. Parker, - 8 
Huiter’s school-house, Clermont co. Ohio, by Rev. D. Parker, - 12 
Kingsport, Tenn. Benevolent and Congregational Society, - 5 
Kishicoquils congregation, Pennsylvania, - - - - 10 
Church and congregation of Lyme, Ohio, by John seymour, - 11 
New London, N.Y. by Rev. 8. Church, - - - 5 
Congregational Society, Newport, N. H. from John Woods, - > 12 
Salem, Fauquier co. Va. by William Williamson, - - - 3 
Point Pleasant, Ohio, by Rev. D. Parker, - : 3 
Methodist church, St. Louis, by the Rey. John S. Barger, - - 10 
St. John’s church, Connecticut, by Rev. Allen Morgan, - . 12 
Seven Mile, Ohio, by Rev. B. R. Smith, - - - 10 
Silver Spring congregation, Pennsylvania, by Rev. J. Williamson, 10 
Warrenton, Fauquier county, Vi irginia, by Rev. William Williamson, 5 
Fourth Presbyterian church, Washington City, — - - 17 
Meth. Epis. church, Wheeling, Va. by Rev. T. M. Hudson, - - 6 

do do by Rev. W. Lambdin, - 3 
Yellow Spring congregation, Green county, Ohio, _ - : 13 
Lutheran and Methodist cong’n. York, Pa. by Rev. J. Voglesong, 20 

Payments by Auxiliary Societies. 
Ashtabula county, Ohio, Auxiliary Society, - - - 28 
Cincinnati, Ohio, do do - . - - 17 
Hampton county, Mass. do do - - . 116 
New Hope and Harmony, Tenn. do - . - - 5 
New Hampshire do - - . 193 
Springfield, Ohio, Ladies’ do . - - - 50 
Wayne county, Ohio, do - - ° 67 
Zanesville, Ohio, do . s - ; 96 
Donations. 


Chs. Brewer, Pittsburg, $30—Lieut. Z. J.D. Kinsley, West Point, $30, 60 
Rev. W. M. Atkinson, Petersburg, $50; T. Edmonston, Baltimore, ned 150 


Charles Kellogg, Kelloggsville, by the Hon. R. Day, - 10 
Mrs. Lee $10—A Lady in the District of Catnenita ty Mr. Gurley, ° 10 
Lucian Minor, Louisa county, Virginia, - i. 8 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Meade, Virginia, - ° 20. 
Inhabitants of ichfield, Ohio, by Hon. E. Whittlesey, ° ° ~ 
Individuals in Ridgefield, Ohio, by J. Seymour, - 3 


Sundry donations at the annual meeting of the ag tag Washington, 
viz:—from Cassius F. Lee, Richard Phillips, Anderson, 
Howard Stansbury, Rev. James M‘Vean, John Kennedy, John G. 
Whitwell, Hon. p eo Williams, Hon. "Thomas Corwin, Daniel 
Campbell, John P. Ingle, W. H. Campbell, Hiram Chamberlain, 
Ambrose Stevens, Rev. Isaac Orr, Hon. S. L. Southard, - 16 
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John K. Morris, 146 Chesnut 





The following Resolutions in veghcdiid wanes prinarnet- 
can Repository and Colonial Journal, have been adopted by the 
‘be 


Board of Managers. 


Resolved, That after the Ist of next, the African wong se ae 
sent to all such ES Be Aes Dares ia be 
4th of July for-the Soc’ oon ae 5 ued to them as long as they shall 
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All collections or donations may be ceanmaee Wh lil to Rev. 


J L ns Septommeesbt Stale or the Treasurer of any of the 

Btate Societies. ‘The Of State or other Auxiliary Societies, with whom 

oe will please send to us the names of all by 
tions were 


whom the vee Sap Sent they may be early su “with the 
Repository. 


All shniitiaieationg relatir to po gr interests of the Society, 
or the Editorial Department of the tobe directed to R. R. Guaey, ( 


, Washington. 
All communications, relating to ie» concerns sof the Re- 
pe eT BNR ho i et C S 
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- The ‘African Repository>™ 


Can now be had, from its commencement, on “application te the 
Publisher, or Mr. John Kennedy, Washington City, either bound 
or in numbers; several numbers having been reprinted. 
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Pian of Gerrit Smith, Esq. 


This Gentleman has proposed to raise $100,000, for the Society, in ten years, 
by securing 100 subscribers, who will pay $100 annually, dating thst time. The 
following have already subscribed. 


Gerrit Smith, Peterboro, New ¥ork. 

Jasper Corning, Charleston, 8. Carolina. 
Theodore Pulinghayenn, Newark, New Jersey.. 
John T. Norton, Albany, New York. 

E. F. Backus, New Haven, Connecticut. 

A Gentleman in Mississippi. 
Matthew Carey, Philadel hia. 
Wa. Crane, Richmond, Va. 
Fleming James, _ do. 

A Friend in Virginia. . 

Rév. Ebenezer Burgess, Dedham, Massachusetts. ~ 

Mrs. M. H. Carrington, Mrs. Ann Fontaine, 2 $100 annually by 
Wa. A. Carrington, P. 8. Carrington, equal contributions. 
Gen. Edward Carrington, and Walter C. Carrington. 

A few Gentlemen near Oak Hill, Fauquier County, Va. 

Robert Ralston, Philadelphia. 

Elliot Cresson, * ae : 

Robert Gilmor, Baltimore. 

George Burwell, Frederick County, Va. 

Association of 20 persons in Rev. Dr. Mead’s parish, Frederick co., Va. 
Hon. Edward M‘Gehee, Mississippi. 

Rev. Dr. James P. Thomas, Louisiana. 

Four young Gentlemen in A!exandria, D. Cc. 

The Auxiliary Col. Society of Georgetown, D. C. 

A Friend in Fredericktown, Md. 


’ Another Subscription on the plan of Gerrit Smith, in Bishop Mead’s Con- 





gregation, Frederick County, Va. 
John Gray, Fredericksburg, Va. 
Solomon Allen, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Cortland Van Rensselaer, Albany, N. Y. 
Female Colonization Society of Georgetown, D. C. 
Gen. John Hartwell Cocke, of Va. 
Tohmzs Buffington, Guyandott, Va. 
Judge Burnett, of Ohio. ° 
Nicholas Brown, Providence, R. I. 
An association of Gentlemen in Kenhawa co. Va. 
Jacob Towson, of bby a ac Md. 
E. C. Delvan, Albany, N. Y. 
Thomas C. Upham, Brunswick, Me. 
Hon. Thomas Emerson, Windsor, Vt. 
Judge Porter, Naw Orleans. 
Judge Workman, do. 
John McDonogh, do. | 
Auxiliary Colonization Society, of Wilmington, Delaware. 
Hon. John Ker, of Louisiana. 
John Linton, of do. 
D. L Burr, Richmond, Va. 
Auxiliary Colonization Society, Hampshire County, Massachusetts. 
Thomas Napier, Northampton, Massachusetts. 
John 8. Walton, of New Orleans. 
Auxiliary Colonization Society of Portland, Maine. : 
yee | Sociey of Essex county, N. Jersey. | 
Archibald McIntyre, New York. 








